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Firefighting drill: A Canadair CL-415 aircraft drops
water during a demonstration at the launch of France’s
national wildfire prevention campaign in Nimes,

southern France, on Thursday.

Former LS Secretary
General Subhash
Kashyap passes away

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Former Lok Sabha Secre-
tary General and constitu-
tional expert Subhash C.
Kashyap passed away on
Thursday after prolonged
illness. He was 97.

Mr. Kashyap was part of
the high-level committee
headed by former Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind to
prepare a legal framework
on simultaneous elections.
Author of over 100 books,
he served as the Secretary
General of Lok Sabha from
1983 to 1990.

He served Parliament
for over 37 years from the
time of Jawaharlal Nehru’s
first Lok Sabha to the 9th
Lok Sabha.

Born in 1929 in a family
of freedom fighters in Bij-
nor in the then United Pro-
vinces (now Uttar Pra-
desh), he actively took part
in the struggle for Indepen-
dence as a teenager.

Subhash C. Kashyap

He received his higher
education and professional
training at Allahabad, New
Delhi, Washington DC,
London and Geneva.

He was also awarded the
Padma Bhushan.

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
the demise of Mr. Kashyap
is extremely sad and of-
fered condolences to his fa-
mily. Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla condoled his de-
mise and said it is a pro-
found loss to Indian parlia-

mentary democracy,
constitutional  discourse
and public life.

05J6. Former LS Secretary General
Subhash Kashyap passes away

qd SHHHT AFATAT FHTY FI FT fyersy

e Former Lok Sabha Secretary General and
constitutional expert Subhash C. Kashyap passed
away on Thursday after prolonged illness.

T4 SHET AETAT Ud HAerioteh faerosT ey 4.
FIY HT IR FI el NARY & aTe; e g |
e Hewas 97.

o7 a¥ F |

e Mr. Kashyap was part of the high-level
committee headed by former President Ram Nath
Kovind to prepare a legal framework on simultaneous
elections.

AT HIT I [T THATYT PG T 78T arel
saairr afafa & geeg 3, forgent aTee v a1y o
(Simultaneous Elections) & ot &Il ST AR &t
& femam aram am|

e Author of over 100 books, he served as the
Secretary General of Lok Sabha from 1983 to 1990.

100 & 31T qEaehi & of@en A HeId o 1983 F 1990
o AHHHT AT & T H I fma|

e He served Parliament for over 37 years from
the time of Jawaharlal Nehru’s first Lok Sabha to the
9th Lok Sabha.

3ogle) STATETATel AE® T TIH AIHTHAT T ol aldl
ANFHAT I 37 8T W HOF THT d& THc T Jar |

e Bornin 1929 in a family of freedom fighters in
Bijnor in the then United Provinces (now Uttar
Pradesh), he actively took part in the struggle for
Independence as a teenager.

3eThT SToH 1929 H ceehlellel TATSes TARST (TcireT

W 9a ) & RS 7 Uoh T Qe TRAR # g31 A7 AR 3egiey foheiRraeem 3 g Fcser
ierereT # Afsha HrEfigRY & ot

o He received his higher education and professional training at Allahabad, New Delhi,
Washington DC, London and Geneva.

Jegial 316 3Ta AT qUT caTgaTAs UfAEToT SengETe, A e, aifieres St dger T
SAAar F ured R
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e He was also awarded the Padma Bhushan.
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Maruti Suzuki
unveils
‘India’s first’
flex-fuel car

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.
unveiled ‘India’s first’ flex-
fuel car giving flexibility to
clients to operate on any
blend of ethanol and petrol
from E20 to E100.

Maruti said it was intro-
ducing the technology in
Wagon R which long pio-
neered alternative fuel veh-
icles in India, including
CNG and LPG. In addition
to a significant reduction in
oil imports, flex-fuel vehi-
cles can help boost farm-
ers’ income, Maruti said.

Nitin Gadkari, Minister °
of Road Transport and
Highways, said India im-
ported a large quantity of
crude every year. Biofuels
such as ethanol were an
important pathway to-
wards  reducing  this
dependence.

PARIS

Acclaimed Iranian-French
cartoonist and filmmaker
Marjane Satrapi, a promi-
nent advocate for women’s
rights and author of Perse-
polis, has died at 56, the
French presidency said on
Thursday.

“Her passing marks the

French culture and an ar-
tist devoted to freedom,
whose work carried a un-
iversal message and
earned her immense inter-
national acclaim,” the
French presidency said.
President Emmanuel
Macron and his wife “pay
tribute to a remarkable ar-
tist who transformed an
Iranian childhood into a

05J6. QUIZ

loss of a leading figure of

5. ‘I"Jhisis'l:and country,

which is part of Oceania,
achieved independence
within the British
Commonwealth on this
day in 19707 Ans: Tonga

Vl

Marjane Satrapi

universal fable,” the state-
ment said.

News broadcaster BFM
TV and other French me-
dia reported Satrapi has
“died of sadness” a little
over a year after the death
of her husband, Swedish
film producer and actor
Mattias Ripa, according to
a statement from people
close to the artist.

Ol

The French Academy of
Fine Arts, of which she was
a member, expressed its
deep sadness paying tri-
bute to “a passionate advo-
cate for cinema and film
education” who earlier this
year created a foundation
to help international stu-
dents come to Paris to stu-
dy film.

Satrapi is best-known
for her monochrome auto-
biographical comic book
and film Persepolis, a com-
ing-of-age tale set against
the Islamic Revolution in
her native Iran.

Persepolis won the Film
Critics Grand Prix at the
Cannes Festival in 2007
and the César Award for
Best Adapted Screenplay
in 2008, in addition to be-
ing nominated for Best

05J6.Maruti Suzuki unveils ‘India’s first’ flex-fuel car

ATHI Folohl o ‘SR HT Tgell’ Feldq-FI HR T 1G0T fHar

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. unveiled ‘India’s first’ flex-fuel car giving flexibility to clients
to operate on any blend of ethanol and petrol from E20 to E100.

arefar gorht 313 fAffis & ‘o Y ggell’ FAFH-F@ FR T HATEROT fohaT, SiY aITgehi
E20 ¥ E100 de wdeiter X 9g¥er & fordlt off f3¥ao7 ox areet ofmet 1 gfarem saret el 81

Acclaimed Iranian-French cartoonist,

filmmaker Marjane Satrapi dies at 56
—

Animated Feature at the
2008 Oscars.

Her graphic novels also
include Broderies (Em-
broideries) and Poulet aux
prunes  (Chicken  with
plums), which also was
adapted into a film. As a
filmmaker, she has direct-
ed several works including
La Bande des Jotas (The
Gang of Jotas) and Radioac-
tive (Madame Curie), a
biography about the Polish
physicist Marie Curie.

Satrapi also 2023 coor-
dinated the book Femme,
vie, liberté (Woman, Life,
Freedom) together with a
group of artists and aca-
demics to illustrate the re-
volts that occurred in Iran
after the death of Mahsa
Amini in 2022 at the hands
of “morality police”.
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05J6.Acclaimed Iranian-French cartoonist, filmmaker Marjane Satrapi dies at 56

TEATd $UA- e Frefase, Rew famtar arafe arard) #7156 af $1 3mg 7 fveer

e Acclaimed Iranian-French cartoonist and filmmaker Marjane Satrapi, a prominent advocate
for women’s rights and author of Persepolis, has died at 56, the French presidency said on

Thursday.

T S-S Fieferee 3R o fAaTar At arard), s #fer sftwrt & v
ol 3R Persepolis & AT Y, #7156 a¥ 1 31g & fevers gY a1, Hidrdr Isgyicr ey

o &R T FegT|

French Open: Errani-Vavassori
pair retains mixed doubles title

Italy’s Sara Errani and Andrea Vavassori retained the French Open
mixed doubles title on Thursday, defeating American Evan King and
Canadian Gabriela Dabrowski 4-6, 6-3, [10-4]. The duo is the first to
defend the title since Ivan Dodig and Latisha Chan (2018, 2019). It
was the pair’s fourth mixed doubles trophy in the last seven Slams.

05J6. French Open: Errani-Vavassori pair
retains mixed doubles title

W 3T Ty e & A gerer
f&are IR @

e |taly’s Sara Errani and Andrea Vavassori retained
the French Open mixed doubles title on Thursday,
defeating American Evan King and Canadian Gabriela
Dabrowski 4-6, 6-3, [10-4].

STl T WRT T 3R ST ATarERY F IEAR P e
ﬁﬁawﬁawwwﬁgcmﬁwa:mmw
e8] ehT ATATAT STHIGERT FI 4-6, 6-3, [10-4] T &I

e The duo is the first to defend the title since Ivan
Dodig and Latisha Chan (2018, 2019).

g SEr gare sifser 3R ardiem amer (2018, 2019) & 916 39
QTS &1 HB AT ST Hiet aTell Tgoll SiTsy &l o |

e |t was the pair's fourth mixed doubles trophy in the last seven Slams.
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05J6 | Draft SC rules prohibit use of Al for judicial outcomes, witness profiling
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Draft SC rules prohibit use of Al for
judicial outcomes, witness profiling

They underline that Al systems used in court processes must ‘function solely in an assistive capacity” and remain ‘strictly

subservient to human judgment and judicial authority’; comments and suggestions invited from the public till June 20

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

rohibiting the use
Pof artificial intelli-
gence (AD to deter-

mine judicial outcomes,
the Supreme Court Al com-
mittee has proposed draft
regulations that bar Al-as-
sisted sentencing without
mandatory human over-
sight, prevent Al systems
from profiling parties or
witnesses, and disallow
the use of “opaque” or
“unexplainable” Al sys-
tems in any court process.

The proposed regula-
tions come amid concerns
expressed by the top court
in recent months over the
growing reliance on Al by
courts in rendering judg-
ments. In March, a Bench
headed by Justice P.S. Na-
rasimha chided a trial
court for relying on non-
existent judgments gener-
ated with the help of Al,
observing that it was not
merely “an error in deci-
sion-making” but amount-

ed to judicial
“misconduct”.
The preliminary draft of

the ‘Regulations for Use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in Courts, 2026’, made pu-

The draft regulations permit the use of Al for administrative
functions such as case listing and scheduling. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

blic on Wednesday, under-
lines that Al systems used
in court processes must
“function solely in an assis-
tive capacity” and remain
“strictly subservient to hu-
man judgment and judicial
authority”.

The committee, chaired
by Supreme Court judge
Justice P.S. Narasimha and
comprising Justices San-
jeev Sachdeva, Raja Vijaya-
raghavan V., Anoop Chitka-
ra and Suraj Govindaraj,
has invited comments and
suggestions from stakehol-
ders as well as members of
the public on the draft reg-
ulations before they are fi-
nalised.

The deadline for sub-

mitting responses is June
20. Under the draft regula-
tions, the processing of
personal data through Al
systems shall be governed
by the provisions of the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023. It also
underlines that Al systems
must not “perpetuate, am-
plify, or introduce bias” on
grounds of race, religion,
caste, sex, gender, disabili-
ty, language, economic sta-
tus, or any other ground
prohibited under the
Constitution.

‘Human-in-the-loop’

“Applications  involving
higher levels of risk to per-
sonal liberty, any lawful

right of a person, or the in-
tegrity of judicial out-
comes shall be subject to
correspondingly  height-
ened safeguards, including
mandatory human-in-the-
loop requirements and in-
dependent oversight,” the
draft states.

It further cautions that
Al-assisted judicial systems
should not “widen digital
divides” and must remain
accessible to all stakehol-
ders, including those from
rural, economically disad-
vantaged, or linguistically
diverse communities.

While the draft regula-
tions permit the use of Al
for administrative func-
tions such as case manage-
ment, preparation of cause
lists, scheduling of hear-
ings, transcription of court
proceedings and transla-
tion of judgments, they
make it clear that AI sys-
tems cannot be used for
“risk scoring” in court pro-
cesses. This includes as-
sessing flight risk, predict-
ing recidivism, evaluating
bail eligibility, or determin-
ing the credibility of par-
ties or witnesses.

It also bars authorities
from using Al systems for
the surveillance or contin-

uous monitoring of judicial
officers, advocates, liti-
gants and other stakehol-
ders, “except as may be
specifically authorised by
applicable law for the time
being in force”.

‘Apex body’

To supervise the adoption
of Al in the judiciary and
steer standard-setting and
policy development, the
draft regulations propose
the creation of a full-time
“apex body” at the Su-
preme Court.

The apex body, it re-
commends, would com-
prise two Supreme Court
judges nominated by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI),
one of whom shall serve as
the ex-officio chairperson;
two High Court Chief Jus-
tices and two High Court
judges nominated by the
CJI; one member from an
institution of national im-
portance or any institution
of repute, as nominated by
the CJI; an officer not be-
low the rank of Joint Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology; a finance exp-
ert and a cybersecurity
expert nominated by the
CJI; among others.

05J6. Draft SC rules prohibit use of Al for judicial outcomes, witness profiling

3TadH AT & AglE FaH e Aot 3k a9 e & R e &
39T 9T NF 9Tt &

e Prohibiting the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) to determine judicial outcomes, the
Supreme Court Al Committee has proposed draft regulations that bar Al-assisted
sentencing without mandatory human oversight, prevent Al systems from profiling parties or
witnesses, and disallow the use of “opaque” or “unexplainable” Al systems in any court
process.

=T TROTA & AT & forw HHEA qEftra (Al) & 39T R A 1T §C Fdfed
AT TS AT o7 0 urwy fafeags gearad e §, S 3faard A Rt & fSar
THTE-WETIT I &3 fAreRor 9 ufaser ofema §, J&TehRT 374aT ITargt hl WIwTsioiT &l Ashd &
T fordr 8ff =1 ufehar 7 “3rEase” (Opaque) 37UaT “IeATEAT” (Unexplainable) T3S
UMY & 39T 1 e Afel 76T ad |

e The proposed regulations come amid concerns expressed by the top court in recent months
over the growing reliance on Al by courts in rendering judgments.

3 yrarfad fafaas grer & FET & el ganT oot ¢t it ufshar 7 wang w s fovsiar
Y T Falled =IaTerd SaRT Sehe I3t #hl Tsa31fa 7 aaat v ¢
e In March, a Bench headed by Justice P.S. Narasimha chided a trial court for relying on non-

existent judgments generated with the help of Al, observing that it was not merely “an error
in decision-making” but amounted to judicial “misconduct”.
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The preliminary draft of the ‘Regulations for Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Courts,
2026’, made public on Wednesday, underlines that Al systems used in court processes must

“function solely in an assistive capacity” and remain “strictly subservient to human
judgment and judicial authority”.

JUAR T HTiaTeh fohT ATV FATATerdl 37 e geftrermr (Al) & 3T aq fRfawe, 2026° &
TR FENE H T foham aram & o =ararerdt 9ishaait & JgeFd T3S gonforar “dad qerds
AT # Hr e 3R AT ot qur Fafe witeR & srfia @l

The committee, chaired by Justice P.S. Narasimha and comprising Justices Sanjeev
Sachdeva, Raja Vijayaraghavan V., Anoop Chitkara and Suraj Govindaraj, has invited

comments and suggestions from stakeholders as well as members of the public on the draft
regulations before they are finalised.

=gt f vy, axfwer i srezerar arel afAfa, fSes =i gshta aeear, s
fasraraaa dt., 3reqa Rrasrr U gaor Mderer i €, o fafagst i 3ifae &9 2 a9
TRAURRT 3R 3T STeTel & Foird v Feeafvrar AT & g |

The deadline for submitting responses is June 20.

afAfshaTy s siet 1 3ifde fafr 20 S AuiRa Hr o g

Under the draft regulations, the processing of personal data through Al systems shall be
governed by the provisions of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.

&y faferaat & THR T3S Yonferdt & Ares & sqfaeera 3T & yaehor I Bfdea
cgfFderd 3er wvetor ARAATHA, 2023 & Taumt earT g fa T sree|

This includes assessing flight risk, predicting recidivism, evaluating bail eligibility, or
determining the credibility of parties or witnesses.

SEH BIR gl T HHTIAT, YeT: IURTE FIA Y WHTEGAT, STHTA ITAAT HT HedThed, 37YaT TaThRIT
3R I7aTgl hr faeawearar &1 fAeRor e ¥

It also bars authorities from using Al systems for the surveillance or continuous monitoring of
judicial officers, advocates, litigants and other stakeholders, “except as may be specifically
authorised by applicable law for the time being in force”.

g w1 TRIAT, JTTAGFAT3T, FIHhIRAT AT 31T fgdUReT HI fAIRTET (Surveillance)
372791 gdd TAAeToT & forw U3ns gunforat & 39aier i off ufaeer oferrar &, e 30 aRfeufaat
& STgT TraIfold F1elet GaRT fILIT &9 F SHHT IeTAfeT &7 975

‘Apex body’
‘ofiy A

To supervise the adoption of Al in the judiciary and steer standard-setting and policy
development, the draft regulations propose the creation of a full-time “apex body” at the
Supreme Court.

FATIYTforeRT & TS & 39T $T fRAIRI JUT A HUROT vd Nfaerd s &1 Ariees e
tq #ler fafaras wafoa Famarea # v qoiwien “ofd fasmr & aree i v @d 2|

The apex body, it recommends, would comprise two Supreme Court judges nominated by
the Chief Justice of India (CJI), one of whom shall serve as the ex-officio chairperson.

TR & 3TaR 36 MY A & IR & H&F =arareer (CJ1) R 1A a wated
FATATAY grATefier g7, TSeTe & Ush 9 3regaT (Ex-officio Chairperson) & &9 3 &1 &3]

It would also include two High Court Chief Justices and two High Court judges nominated
by the CJI.
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e One member from an institution of national importance or any institution of repute, as
nominated by the CJI, would also be part of the body.

USET Aged & HEYTA e forely TS TeaTeT & FET ~ArAEiier gaRT AT Ueh Teed 8
5H T 1 feear gram|

e An officer not below the rank of Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, a finance expert, and a cybersecurity expert nominated by the
CJl would also be included, among others.

saa faRea gaagieTa vd gaar S Farea &1 §qaa afa Tt & 7 781 &1 s
HTAHRY, Teh Faret FARIV=, TUT HTT ~ATATENRT SR AR Teh Wiga” JRaT faviv=t off 34 fasry
# enfHer gier|
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Minorities enjoy full freedom in India, are able to practise their faith: Rijiju

HRd H HETHEIHT 1 QO FacAdT I1od ¢, I 3= &3 &7 Telel FI # Ta1a1 ¢ RIS

05J6

Data hygiene
3T Faoadl
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Minorities enjoy full freedom in India,
are able to practise their faith: Rijiju

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Union Minority Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju on
Thursday said minorities
in India enjoy full freedom
and are able to practise
their faith and way of life
without hindrance. He said
efforts were being made
from outside the country
to project a false narrative
of persecution.

“No individual had been
compelled to leave the
country because of reli-
gious identity... Criticise
government policies if you
wish, but do not spread fal-
sehoods,” he said while at-
tacking the Opposition.
Speaking at the Ministry’s
‘Reforms Utsav’ to mark 12
years of the Narendra Modi
government, Mr. Rijiju
highlighted technology-
driven initiatives but said
that details of nearly 45%
of Wagf properties are yet
to be uploaded on the
UMEED portal and that is-
sues on scholarship re-
main unresolved.

UMEED is a centralised
digital platform for real-
time uploading, verifica-
tion, and monitoring of
Wagf properties. It was
launched on June 6, 2025,

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju at the Reforms Utsav event organlsed by
the Ministry of Minority Affairs in New Delhi on Thursday. Ani

with an initial six-month
deadline to register around
nine lakh such properties
spread across India.

‘Labour-heavy process’
“There are so many short-
comings in different State
Wagf boards... the docu-
ments of properties are
faulty... in some places,
thousands of acres are re-
corded on paper, but the
land on ground tells a diffe-
rent story. We are continu-
ously organising work-
shops and sessions to help
Mutawallis register the
Wagf properties. It is a la-
bour-intensive process and
will take some time,” he
said.

The Minister admitted
that scholarship delivery,
one of the Ministry’s lar-
gest welfare initiatives, re-
mained affected by investi-
gations into alleged fraud
in several States. Referring
to cases where scholar-
ships were reportedly
claimed in the names of fic-
titious students, Mr. Rijiju
said he hoped that ongoing
CBI inquiries would con-
clude soon and the pro-
gramme could resume.

‘Wait for probe to finish’
“We cannot start the scho-
larships by excluding those
institutions which are be-
ing investigated for fraud.
So we will have to wait un-

til the investigation is fin-
ished,” he added.

Mr. Rijiju said the Minis-
try’s annual budget has in-
creased from ¥1,949 crore
in 2014 to ¥4,115 crore at
present, a 111% jump. But
government outreach ef-
forts received limited at-
tention and negative deve-
lopments attracted
disproportionate coverage,
he said.

During the event, which
was attended by benefici-
aries of various schemes,
the Ministry featured de-
mos for an Al-enabled hel-
pline for hajj pilgrims.

“The chatbot will be ac-
cessible through an app
that pilgrims will be able to
place phone calls with, in
addition to being available
on WhatsApp. The voice
chatbot is only available on
its own app since What-
sApp calls are banned by
the Saudi government,” an
official said.

There will be an escala-
tion bot to handle complex
queries where human as-
sistance is required, a Gna-
ni.ai representative said at
the event. The firm’s chat-
bot will be rolled out in the
coming months on the Mi-
nistry’s behalf and will
support queries in 12

languages.

05J6. Minorities enjoy full freedom in India, are able to practise their faith:

Rijiju

HRT A FCTHEIH! T qOT FadA=dT 9Tod ¢, T Il &3 F7 qTelel FI A Fare §: RS

e But he said that details of nearly 45% of Waqf properties are yet to be uploaded on the
UMEED portal and that issues on scholarship remain unresolved.

T 3=giet gl Toh oIaTeTaT 45% aaFh Haferat a1 faaor 378 off UMEED 9iée W 379eits fomar

ST AN § TUT BT & TS FAEIT 3737 b &l 16T 65 &
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e UMEED is a centralised digital platform for real-time uploading, verification, and
monitoring of Waqf properties.
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Data hygiene

Census enumerators should not face

difficulties in the name of re-verification

t is disturbing that some Census 2027 enum-
l erators in States such as Rajasthan and Uttar

Pradesh are facing issues for extremely un-
usual reasons. In these two States where the first
phase of the Census — Houselisting and Housing
Census (HLO) - is under way, they have been ad-
vised to “revisit households and correct the data
discrepancies” and “not to select options that
may show the government in a poor light”. Re-
verification is a legitimate part of any study or
survey but this must be done to reflect reality ac-
curately, not to manage perceptions. In Rajas-
than, the issue arises from a circular of the Direc-
tor of Census Operations to district-level officials
regarding discrepancies identified in field data.
Apparently, the objective is to ensure that data
are accurately recorded, using appropriate op-
tions in the questionnaire. However, in some cas-
es, enumerators have been told to record data
based on assumptions. For example, if some hou-
seholds do not have toilets, enumerators have
been told to check whether toilets are available
nearby, on the basis of which the entry can be
changed from “open defecation” to “[having] ac-
cess to latrine”. In Uttar Pradesh, the message
seems to be not to present facts as they are, rais-
ing concerns about data integrity and reliability
for a crucial and sensitive exercise.

The present episode brings to the fore the effi-
cacy of programmes such as the country’s long-
running campaign against open defecation.
While many States have made tangible progress,
it would be unrealistic to conclude that the pro-
blem has been eliminated. For administrative
purposes, including funding, it is reasonable to
classify cities and villages on the basis of certain
parameters as Open Defecation Free (ODF), ODF
Plus and ODF Plus Model. But, the critical ques-
tion is whether such a classification reflects real-
ity and comes into conflict with the enumerators’
work. It is the responsibility of policymakers to
ensure that Census data are accurate and credi-
ble. They must also sensitise people to provide
correct information, as public policies and wel-
fare schemes are formulated on the basis of these
data and ultimately benefit them. The authorities
must recognise and resolve the legitimate difficul-
ties faced by enumerators. As the significance of
the Census hardly needs any reiteration, the Un-
ion government should be quite liberal in en-
hancing allowances for enumerators to ensure ef-
ficient and timely work. It should not only be
conscious of the financial outlay involved — about
11,718 crore for the entire country — but also of
the need to make reliable data publicly available
for purposes such as targeted and inclusive poli-
cymaking. The government should send a clear
message that data sanitisation must not be under-
taken under the guise of re-verification.

UMEED aot Huferal & Rarer-erger sraefser, geamer 3k faaret 8 v
Fapd fefaee #ar g1

e It was launched on June 6, 2025, with an initial six-month
deadline to register around nine lakh properties spread across India.
$H 6 ST 2025 sl TRFS Toham a1T AT 3R R R H Wl wFarsvar it arer

Huferat & GolieoT & T URIEs o A F gag-dar AaiRa v g oY)

‘Labour-heavy process’

‘FafF sH-guT gfhar

e  “We are continuously organising workshops and sessions to help
Mutawallis register the Waqf properties.”

“GH Hadfeadl i gt YT T GMhIOT FTel F HGRIT oot & foIT
AT FIIATTT 3T 9iAeTor 97 3RS a HT @ &

05J6. Data hygiene
3T ¥a<odl

e ltis disturbing that some Census 2027 enumerators in States
such as Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh are facing issues for extremely
unusual reasons.

Ig TRIdTSTeTeh & foh TSIETeT 3R 3R Y& SIA AT H & HTA0TAT 2027
Y301 (Enumerators) 37cdd AT HRUN T THTATIT T ATHAT F L
gl

¢ In these two States where the first phase of the Census —
Houselisting and Housing Census (HLO) — is under way, they have
been advised to “revisit households and correct the data discrepancies”
and “not to select options that may show the government in a poor light”.

ST Glell Ul H, ST STAIMUTEAT hT JAH TOT — I[6-HAFOT T AT
SIAIAVTAT (HLO) — =Tl TgT &, FITUTehi hl “TRART b1 GoT: GRT T JHTehgt H
s arg TaeeTforl o GURa quT “Oh fashed] T Il o el Y Hellg &
I & ST AR T AhRIcHD &I H TEJT FX Fehel &1

e Reverification is a legitimate part of any study or survey but this
must be done to reflect reality accurately, not to manage perceptions.

YaT: A9 (Reverification) foRel ot 37eTeT 372raT TA&TOT &hr d&7 8197 €,
fohe] SHHT 3T ARl I Hel T H FfATTIT T gt g T, o foh
YU T GaTETeT AT

¢ In Rajasthan, the issue arises from a circular of the Director of Census Operations to
district-level officials regarding discrepancies identified in field data.

TSTEAT # g FHeal AAINOTAT FeTele fagersh SarT fovell Tokrg TRt i SRy 39 gRaT &
mﬁrgm%,mﬁma‘m%ﬁwéﬁﬁmwmmw%l

e Apparently, the objective is to ensure that data are accurately recorded, using appropriate
options in the questionnaire.

Wﬁm%%mﬁwmmﬁrﬁmﬁwﬁwﬂwwﬁgaﬁwm
3TfrerEe giafed HE gl
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However, in some cases, enumerators have been told to record data based on assumptions.
gTellich, S HIHCAl H JITUThT I HeTHTAT & TR TR HTehs &of el & ToIT gl AT E |
For example, if some households do not have toilets, enumerators have been told to check

whether toilets are available nearby, on the basis of which the entry can be changed from
“‘open defecation” to “[having] access to latrine”.

3eTeIT & foIe, afe; o TRarT & g Qitererd g1 €, A JaT0Teht A T Sire ahiel I el TATE o
T I QAo 3Terety €, Todeh 3MUR I gfafse ot “gar & eifer & e “atemey a%
TET STt fohaT ST Fehell 1

In Uttar Pradesh, the message seems to be not to present facts as they are, raising concerns
about data integrity and reliability for a crucial and sensitive exercise.

I W& 7 T Tg Tl 81T ¢ o AT T 3e7ah Aeciiaren ¥a&9 3 Tl of fohall o, forerer
58 HgcdquT R HaeaTeMel Fishar i Aiawst it Feafarsst qur fregweaar ST oy fia seuea
I 81

The present episode brings to the fore the efficacy of programmes such as the country’s long-
running campaign against open defecation.

AT FehioT e 7 ity o faeeer &7 & ofd T @ TellU ST 3¢ JHTHATAT S8 hrdshat hr
FHTaRNeIAT &1 THA 1T Bl

For administrative purposes, including funding, it is reasonable to classify cities and villages
on the basis of certain parameters as Open Defecation Free (ODF), ODF Plus and ODF
Plus Model.

TR eIeh Seged, foieTe famdyor off enffrer &, o fow R 3R alfdl o1 o ATl & YR |
3T fB%anere Y (ODF), ODF &® T ODF Sol® HAlSd & &9 H Jefiehed et 3T B

It is the responsibility of policymakers to ensure that Census data are accurate and credible.
Ig AfA-TAATT3 1 Srery § o @ giafRad Y i Srerroren & e adie 3R favaw=ig
gl

They must also sensitise people to provide correct information, as public policies and
welfare schemes are formulated on the basis of these data and ultimately benefit them.

3ot 9T T HET ATARRY HeTeT hiet & [T T SR HleTT ARV, FiTeh AT ol AlfadTl 31T
mvmﬁmaaﬁsﬁﬁaﬁ@a:mwaﬂém%aﬂ?mzﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁ%l
It should not only be conscious of the financial outlay involved — about ¥11,718 crore for the

entire country — but also of the need to make reliable data publicly available for purposes
such as targeted and inclusive policymaking.

39 & shaol 3HH glel aTel faeiiy e — qX 20 & ToIT orarerar 211,718 FAU5 — o Uil Fotar Tgar
a1fev, afcs affia gor gamadt Afa-fAaor 37 3ecat & fav fgaei 3iss! H adafas

TG F 3T oY T TR I 3T THSTAT AR

The government should send a clear message that data sanitisation must not be undertaken
under the guise of re-verification.

TIHN T TASC FELN AT TR T HTerst & FHTer aReiersT (Data Sanitisation) &1 Ye: FedTdeT
% ST WX 16T [ohdT ST A8 |

An ODF Plus village is defined as a village which sustain its Open Defecation Free (ODF)
Status, ensures solid and liquid waste management and is visually clean. There are 3
progressive stages of ODF Plus villages:

ODF Plus Aspiring: A Village which is sustaining its ODF status and has arrangements for
Solid Waste Management OR Liquid Waste Management

ODF Plus Rising: A village which is sustaining its ODF status and has arrangements for
BOTH Solid Waste Management and Liquid Waste Management

ODF Plus Model: A village which is sustaining its ODF status and has arrangements for both
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Solid Waste Management and Liquid Waste Management; observes visual cleanliness, i.e.,
minimal litter, minimal stagnant wastewater, no plastic waste dump in public places; and
displays ODF Plus Information, Education & Communication (IEC) messages

GS Paper Il: International Relations 05 June 2026
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Energy tie-up tops bilateral
agenda as Modi meets Delcy

PM holds discussions with Venezuela’s Acting President on also expanding cooperation in critical

minerals, technology, agriculture and health; importance of Global South solidarity emphasised

(®))

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia’s  partnership

with Venezuela is of

“immense impor-
tance” for the Global
South, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Thurs-
day, welcoming Delcy Ro-
driguez, the  Acting
President of Venezuela,
even as the South Ameri-
can country called “energy

security a fundamental pil-
lar of the bilateral
relationship”.

Venezuela is still dealing
with the aftermath of the
abduction of President Ni-
colas Maduro by the U.S.
military in January. Offi-
cials said Ms. Rodriguez,
whose country is dealing
with ‘political transition”
and ‘fundamental econom-
ic transformation’, de-
scribed India as a “trusted
partner”. The leader, who
arrived here on Wednes-
day, is on a five-day visit.

“We had extensive dis-
cussions on expanding our

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Venezuelan Acting President
Delcy Rodriguez in New Delhi on Thursday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

cooperation in energy, crit-
ical minerals, technology,
agriculture, health and pe-
ople-to-people ties. Asa va-
lued partner in Latin
America, our close cooper-
ation with Venezuela holds
immense importance for
the Global South. We will
continue to work together
for the mutual benefit of
the people of our nations,”
said Mr. Modi after the
meeting.

A press release from the
Venezuelan government
said the meeting was
aimed at “strengthening
the role of both nations in
the geopolitical context of
the Global South and on
boosting mutually benefi-
cial macroeconomic agree-
ments”. It described India
as “one of the main desti-
nations for the Nation’s
energy exports, making
energy security a funda-

mental pillar of the bilater-
al relationship”.

Ms. Rodriguez, who was
accompanied by Ministers
of Economy, Foreign Af-
fairs, Science and Technol-
ogy, and Transport and
Communications, con-
ducted a “comprehensive
review of the mutual coop-
eration map”, the press
note said, adding that the
bilateral relation is in an
“excellent state”.

Officials revealed that
Ms. Rodriguez discussed
the political situation in Ve-
nezuela in a “frank conver-
sation” with Mr. Modi dur-
ing official-level talks and
over the working lunch
that followed. “We all
know there was a transi-
tion in Venezuela, and we
are working with a govern-
ment that is friendly and
that wants partnership
with India. We want to reci-
procate that,” said Rudren-
dra Tandon, Secretary
(East) of the External Af-
fairs Ministry, while brief-
ing the media.
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05J6. Energy tie-up tops bilateral agenda as Modi meets Delcy
AIE AR 3ol Fr Ferrra # FT wsieY gfavahy vei? F we@ wogw @

India—Venezuela Partnership and Global South Cooperation

HRA-AAF T TR R Raeh afgror weaer

India’s partnership with Venezuela is of “immense importance” for the Global South,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Thursday, welcoming Delcy Rodriguez, the Acting
President of Venezuela, even as the South American country called “energy security” a
fundamental pillar of the bilateral relationship.

T TG ANGY F TR 1 e o AeTeelt & HY AR T AR “&fRaw gfaror (Global
South)” & T AT HgcaqUl &1 3egia deioiuel I HrdaTgeh Tegufcl Sedlt AT 1 Tarera
foha, STarfer efaToT 3ARRY &er & “Selt YT i gfauafia Taeil T Ueh Hers{dl st S|

The leader, who arrived here on Wednesday, is on a five-day visit.

AR I HRA g Tg A< 91 R I |

“We had extensive discussions on expanding our cooperation in energy, critical minerals,
technology, agriculture, health and people-to-people ties.”

“gH FatT, Ageaqor v, W, FR, Fareey qur S1-8-3te F9f 7 Hg2T & faedr
QX ST AT T |”

Ms. Rodriguez, who was accompanied by Ministers of Economy, Foreign Affairs, Science
and Technology, and Transport and Communications, conducted a “comprehensive
review of the mutual cooperation map”, the press note said.

U T & 3eTam, srdegasy, faeer amral, R va weifarhy, Tur afiaea v =R
ATIGT & G 37TS GAT AZANS o “TREIRE HeANT F FHT Sl A A9 FHaT” |

05J6. BRICS experts discuss asset recovery

CS TR
BRICS experts discuss asset challenges

recovery challenges for faerwait & aRwufr gawifea #r geifaat ox a=

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on June 2 #

organised the inaugural meeting on the BRICS’s

expert network on asset recovery, marking a

significant milestone within the Anti-Corruption e The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on June 2 organised

Working Group under India’s 2026 BRICS the inaugural meeting of the BRICS Expert Network on Asset

presidency, the agency said on Thursday. Asset
recovery is the central pillar of modern anti-

Recovery, marking a significant milestone within the Anti-

corruption and financial crime enforcement, Corruption Working Group under India’s 2026 BRICS
Rahul Navin, Director, ED, said, welcoming global ~ Presidency, the agency said on Thursday.

delegates. The Chair called for stricter alignment g+ e (ED) & 2 ST T I TervieT uT e v
o K)

with the Financial Action Task Force’s guidance

for asset recovery and inter-agency cooperation.  Fegdr (BRICS Expert Network on Asset Recovery) &I 3garest
Deliberations included mutual operational N

challenges among member countries. J&F ITANTAT FI, ST AR Y 2026 foaFq 3reqeTdar & 3id9d

W-mmw (Anti-Corruption Working Group) # T
HEAYUT 3Tt | Tl o I[FaR T Ig ST &l

The Chair called for stricter alignment with the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
guidance for asset recovery and inter-agency cooperation.

3regel & Wute gavifed aur fRaffieer weift & dr gealhr (Inter-Agency Cooperation) &
T 7 et F1¥arg Friae (FATF) & feenfadel o arer 318 aed aesed T1id del &
3iTear fonam|
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Mali bans the use of motorcycles
outside major cities, urban areas

Mali has banned the use of motorcycles with engines of 125 cc or
above outside of major cities and urban locales as the country
battles a jihadist insurgency, according to a government order.
Motorcycles are the preferred means of transport for jihadist groups
in Mali, which has been plunged into a security crisis. AFP

jihadist groups in Mali, wh

AexasiFa, Ak & e

Chinese spies pose as recruiters to
glean state secrets, warn agencies

A

Chinese spies are posing as job recruiters to trick staff in western
governments into disclosing sensitive information, the Five Eyes
alliance of security agencies has warned. People with security
clearance, military personnel, journalists and academics are among
those targeted, the Five Eyes added. Arp

‘Sudan, DR Congo, Colombia top
in neglected displacement crises’

r

REUTERS

A

Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Colombia top the list
of the world’s most neglected displacement crises, Norwegian
Refugee Council, a prominent Norwegian aid group said on
Thursday, noting that nationalism and rearmament campaigns
grabbed attention in wealthy countries. AFP

05J6. Mali bans the use of motorcycles outside
major cities, urban areas

AT F I AE 3 A 4l & AT Arerasial &
39T 9T gfaaer oamar

e Mali has banned the use of motorcycles with engines of
125 cc or above outside of major cities and urban locales as
the country battles a jihadist insurgency, according to a
government order.

ATl o1 125 WY a1 38F 310 S areh AreaiFdl & ww
g 31 ergdY &t & STET IuAer W ufaeer o9 feam §, it ger
ToreréY faele & 5157 61 &1 I7 U TR e & 3TAR R I
gl

e Motorcycles are the preferred means of transport for
ich has been plunged into a security crisis.

TIE! & ToIT TRageT T THIET ATE €, ST Ueh 131X GRaT Hahe &
%E AT

05J6. Chinese spies pose as recruiters to glean
state secrets, warn agencies

TSI F MU BT g1 FI F faw srdffawrarsit &
9 H |1 3T @ Dol Srgw, A 7 § Farasi

e Chinese spies are posing as job recruiters to trick staff
in western governments into disclosing sensitive information,
the Five Eyes alliance of security agencies has warned.

et ST, At srciferaiai & &9 7 WeAe 3T aiaH Rt
& HIAIRIT Y TAGAAT ATARRY FPR I & foT @ S | &,
memﬁqymﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁaﬁyw%l

05J6. ‘Sudan, DR Congo, Colombia top in
neglected displacement crises’

‘g1, I F1N 3R Frafear 9@ ey

SRR IR LAY

e Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Colombia top the list of the world’s most neglected
displacement crises, Norwegian Refugee Council, a
prominent Norwegian aid group said on Thursday, noting
that nationalism and rearmament campaigns grabbed
attention in wealthy countries.

e, 3Ak s Rufeas 3w wian ik Srefaar glaar &
e 3T 3ufare favumaer wwet 1 g 7 My W §| 78 a1
ardforaer Rogsh w30, St v yae Adforae gerar
HINSH ¢, o AR I gl | TS of Ig o Soow fama
T &elt 7 Tvgarg 3R goT: arefeTor Jrfdmei o S
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How ISWAP emerged as the dominant
jihadist force in Africa’s Lake Chad basin

The Islamic State West Africa Province steadily eclipsed Boko Haram to become the most powerful militant organisation in the region; with a structured

command system and strong territorial presence, what began as a local insurgency in Nigeria is now one of Africa’s major transnational security threats

NEWS ANALYSIS

R. Tejaswini

joint operation by
A Nigerian forces and
U.S. African Com-
mand that killed 175 Islam-
ic militants has drawn at-
tention to the complex
security situation in Lake
Chad basin. The operation
has renewed the focus on
Islamic State West Africa
Province (ISWAP), which
has steadily eclipsed Boko
Haram to become the most
powerful jihadist organisa-
tion operating in the basin.
In recent months, Wash-
ington has expanded mili-
tary and intelligence sup-
port to Nigeria as part of
broader efforts to counter
Islamic State affiliates oper-
ating across West Africa.
The strikes carried out
on May 16 and 18 killed
Abu-Bilal al-Minuki, a se-
nior ISIS-linked comman-
der associated with ISWAP
— the Islamic State’s affi-
liate in West Africa. They
also destroyed checkpoints
and weapons used by the
group, dealing a tempor-
ary setback to its opera-
tions. Abu al-Minuki was
killed along with his lieute-
nants on his compound in
a helicopter-borne assault.
He was a key figure in
providing guidance for fa-
cilitating ISIL- linked oper-
ations across the Lake
Chad basin. He was part of
the Boko Haram group un-
til the splinter and joined
ISWAP which pledged al-

liance to ISIS. Abu al-Minu-
ki was described by U.S.
President Donald Trump
as the “second in com-
mand of ISIS globally” and
“the most active terrorist
in the world”.

ISWAP traces its origin
to Boko Haram, popularly
translated as Western edu-
cation is forbidden, a mili-
tant Islamic movement
that emerged in the early
2000s in northeastern Ni-
geria under the leadership
of Mohammad Yusuf. The
movement’s primary ob-
jective was to establish an
Islamist regime and op-
pose western education
and democracy.

Following the death of
Mohammed Yusuf in the
wake of clashes between
Boko Haram and Nigerian
forces in 2009, Abubakar
Shekau assumed leader-
ship. Under his leadership,
the network’s operational
capabilities expanded, fre-
quently attacking security
and police forces. It subse-
quently evolved into a vio-
lent insurgent movement.

It was the 2014 Chibok
incident where 276 school
girls were abducted that
brought global attention to
the insurgency. The US.
State Department desig-
nated Boko Haram as a fo-

reign terrorist
organisation.
Deep fissures develop

Differences over ideologi-
cal and strategic matters
intensified divisions within
the network, despite its
growing influence.

Soldiers aboard a Multinational Joint Task Force boat in Lake Chad,
where the regional force coordinates counter-terrorism efforts. AFp

Increasing  disagree-
ments over Shekau’s lea-
dership led to many com-
manders breaking away to
form Ansaru, a new jiha-
dist faction closely linked
to the al-Qaeda. The organ-
isation under Shekau’s lea-
dership not only sanc-
tioned attacks against the
Nigerian state and Chris-
tians but also against state-
aligned Muslims.

Shekau was accused of
ignoring the organisation’s
consultative structure and
making decisions indepen-
dently, drawing criticism
from senior commanders.

Divisions deepened
within the group as Boko
Haram pledged loyalty to
the Islamic state in 2015.

The ISIS was concerned
about the faction’s conduct
under Shekau, particularly
his violence against Mus-
lims and use of women and
children in suicide bomb-
ing. According to the UN-

ICEF, between 2014 and
2016, nearly 20% of Boko
Haram’s suicide bombers
were children, three quar-
ters of whom were girls.

Amid growing disagree-
ments, ISIS appointed Abu
Musab-Al-Barnawi as the
head of its West African af-
filiate, sidelining Shekau.
This decision led to a split
within Boko Haram.

This split was a major
turning point, as it intro-
duced another armed
group — ISWAP — which
aligned with ISIS in the
Lake Chad region, while
Shekau’s faction remained
Boko Haram.

ISWAP and Boko Haram
differed in their operation-
al conduct, despite sharing
jihadist roots and the ob-
jective of establishing go-
vernments based on Islam-
ic law. ISWAP presented
itself as more focused on
military and state forces
and restrained towards

Muslim civilians than Boko
Haram under Shekau.

Stronger structure
Unlike Boko Haram under
Shekau, ISWAP developed
a more structured com-
mand system and a stron-
ger territorial presence. It
relies on the consultative
structure (shura) support-
ed by regional comman-
ders rather than centring
authority on a single lead-
er. By taxing residents and
economic activities includ-
ing fishing and farming
zones, the group deve-
loped a structured revenue
system around the Lake
Chad basin rather than de-
pending on looting and
kidnappings like Boko Ha-
ram. The group has ex-
ploited the region’s fragile
socio-economic conditions
and weak governance, to
recruit members from lo-
cal communities.

ISWAP’s organisational
structure, established re-
venue system and in-
fluence over communities
marginalised by the states
helped it emerge as a do-
minant jihadist force. Ideo-
logical legitimacy and stra-
tegic guidance by ISIS has
also benefited the net-
work’s operation.

ISWAP does not operate
in Nigeria alone, but has a
significant presence in
neighbouring states, re-
sulting in a regional securi-
ty challenge. Porous bor-
ders, weak governance
and gaps in intelligence
sharing among affected
states have contributed to

its growing influence in the
basin. Military operations
face challenges due to po-
rous borders around the
Lake Chad basin which fa-
cilitates the movement of
fighters and weapons
across national borders.

In response Nigeria, Nig-
er, Chad, Cameroon and
Benin have formed the
Multinational Joint Task
Force to coordinate coun-
ter-terrorism efforts.

Rivalry within the jiha-
dist movement has also
shaped the conflict.

Frequent clashes bet-
ween [SWAP and Shekau’s
Boko Haram faction re-
flected a broader struggle
for territory, recruits and
influence across the basin.

Weakening of Boko Ha-
ram, following the death of
Shekau in 2021 during
these clashes, consolidated
ISWAP’s position as the do-
minant jihadist force in the
region. They leveraged the
porous borders between
Nigeria, Niger, Chad and
Cameroon as well as gaps
in regional security coop-
eration to operate across
national boundaries.

To overcome its conven-
tional military disadvantag-
es, ISWAP fights asymmet-
rically through ambushes,
improvised explosive dev-
ices and influence over
communities marginalised
by the state. Still, ISWAP’s
expansion has  trans-
formed what began as a lo-
calised insurgency in Nige-
ria into one of Africa’s most
resilient transnational se-
curity challenges.

05J6. How ISWAP emerged as the dominant jihadist force in Africa’s Lake

Chad basin

INBIHT & o a18 AT H ISWAP F8 vy fSreme afda aaey 3arn

e The Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) steadily eclipsed Boko Haram to become
the most powerful militant organisation in the region; with a structured command system and
strong territorial presence, what began as a local insurgency in Nigeria is now one of Africa’s
major transnational security threats.

TR FeT AT P AT (ISWAP) o €Y ST EH Y IS BIsd §T 817 T T
QATFARATR IIATET HITSH eTel hT TUTT B1TE T, HIATS SHATS JOTel 3R FHTg &g
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3ufeafa & @y, ﬁmﬁwxmﬁag?mﬁgmgmm qE 319 IR & T
ATSERT T Wl 7 & Uah T 1T 8|

e A joint operation by Nigerian forces and U.S. African Command that killed 175 Islamic
militants has drawn attention to the complex security situation in Lake Chad basin.

AR el 3R IARAY IPAY FATS & TFFcl 3111, TTHT 175 Tl 3ararel AR a1,
o A 915 AfqT 1 Sifeer gram Rl i 3K egr s g

e According to the UNICEF, between 2014 and 2016, nearly 20% of Boko Haram’s suicide
bombers were children, three quarters of whom were girls.

IFAAE o AR, 2014 T 2016 & el SNehl gIH 3 ST 20% TcHETC gHoER el &,
Sre1eT & fier-aturs asfenar ot

¢ Amid growing disagreements, ISIS appointed Abu Musab-Al-Barnawi as the head of its
West African affiliate, sidelining Shekau.

Sod AT & T SIS 7 I FAE-Hel-aTATdN T 391 ITEH Il D1 Haree1 I 57T
forgerd foham, Toray Q13 &l fohetR o ferm o

e Inresponse Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and Benin have formed the Multinational
Joint Task Force to coordinate counter-terrorism efforts.

S8 STAId A ATGSARAT, AR, AT, FATA IR AT A JcAehare-el JIE & FHaT &
ACAAA TS TP PR FT 3157 fhaAT & |

e They leveraged the porous borders between Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon as well as
gaps in regional security cooperation to operate across national boundaries.

3egiel AN, AGSR, =TS 3 Forwa o oIy ¥ TSeqoT FAT3T T &1 GRaT Fggar
FHIAAT T T FSTR ARSI WIHAT3HT & IR 391 rfafaferar ganferd il

e The Lake Chad is freshwater lakes.
e The basin is shared by four main countries: Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon.
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Centre’s investment body
flagged Nicobar port as
lacking in ‘strategic goals’

EXCLUSIVE

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Public Investment
Board (PIB), a Finance Mi-
nistry body that appraises
large public investments,
had on August 2024
termed the proposed Inter-
national Container Tran-
shipment Port (ICTP) at Ga-
lathea Bay in Great Nicobar
Island as lacking in “stra-
tegic objectives”.

Following the August
meeting, it had advised the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways (MoPSW)
to include a strategic case
in its proposal. A little over
a year later, the same pro-
ject was formally notified
as a “strategic project” by
the Ministry of Defence,
according to records of a
March 2026 meeting
viewed by The Hindu.

The “strategic” nature
of the proposed ¥81,000-
crore Great Nicobar Pro-
ject, which consists of the
ICTP, a township, airport, a
gas-powered power plant,
and a tourism zone, has
been the Centre’s excuse,
since at least 2022, for not
making public the contents
of a report by a High Po-
wered Committee (HPC)
on the cumulative environ-
mental impact of the pro-

ject.

It has also denied Right
To Information requests
on environmental clea-
rances for the project on
the same grounds.

The PIB’s view surfaces
in records of meetings held
on March 17 and 19, 2026,
by another Finance Minis-
try body — the Public-Priv-
ate Partnership Appraisal
Committee (PPPAC) -
tasked with vetting project
proposals worth %500
crore and above involving
a partnership with private
players.

The Hindu has viewed

The Nicobar question

The “strategic” nature of the project has been the Centre's
excuse for not making public the contents of a report by a High
Powered Committee on the environmental impact of the project

The Public Investment
Board, a Finance Ministry
body, termed the port-
component of the Nicobar
project as “lacking strategic
objectives” in August 2024

Avyear later, " M
the Ministry \
of Defence
labels itas
a “strategic
project”

In the last year or so, the ¥81,000-crore project is being castina

maritime security lens, centred around the threat from China

the PPPAC meeting records
and reached out to the Fi-
nance Ministry for com-
ment, but has not received
one till press time.

The proposal, spon-
sored by the MoPSW with
the Kamarajar Port Limited
(KPL) in Chennai as the im-
plementing agency, sought
PPPAC clearance to build
the port in two phases and,
crucially, approval for
%12,230 crore as Viability
Gap Funding (VGF) to
make the commercially
marginal project bankable.

VGF is a one-time grant
given to support infrastruc-
ture projects that are eco-
nomically justified but fall
short of commercial (finan-
cial) viability.

Shift in narrative
The PPPAC cleared the
proposal “unanimously”
though it refused the VGF,
recommending  instead
that the MoPSW use its in-
ternal budget for the same.
Earlier this week, Con-
gress MP Jairam Ramesh
wrote to Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav
that “...the narrative on the
Great Nicobar Island Pro-
ject has suddenly shifted...
faced with incontrovertible
evidence of its hugely ad-
verse ecological impacts,
the Union Government is
now emphasizing its sup-
posed strategic rationale.”
He added that “...the
Great Nicobar Island Pro-
ject as presently conceived
is overwhelmingly a com-

mercial enterprise”.

“Until the environment
clearance [accorded in No-
vember 2022] there was no
real reference by the Go-
vernment of it being a stra-
tegic project... and even
then it was only the airport
[with civilian and military
use],” researcher and auth-
or Pankaj Sekhsaria, who
has extensively document-
ed the project’s environ-
mental threat, told The
Hindu.

The ICTP is a significant
component of the much
bigger Great Nicobar Is-
land Development Project
and is a Ministry of Home
Affairs initiative, with the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands Integrated Develop-
ment Corporation Limited
(ANIIDCO) as the propo-
nent of the overall project
and holder of environmen-
tal clearance.

The 2021 documents
that conceived the Great
Nicobar programme and
the January 2023 Expres-
sion of Interest for the port
described it as a means of
capturing transhipment
cargo currently routed
through Colombo, Singa-
pore, and Port Klang, with
the government estimating
annual foreign exchange
savings of about $200 mil-
lion, cumulatively reaching
around $1 billion by 2047.

In the last year or so, the
project has volubly been
cast in a maritime security
lens, centred around the
threat from China.

05J6. Centre’s investment body flagged
Nicobar port as lacking in ‘strategic
goals’

Fg A AT TFT S FAFER dEEnE F
JOTAAF d8a” & afard samar

Great Nicobar Project and Strategic Status

Ie fAweR aftaisr ik amfe &=t

e The Public Investment Board (PIB), a
Finance Ministry body that appraises large public
investments, had in August 2024 termed the
proposed International Container Transhipment
Port (ICTP) at Galathea Bay in Great Nicobar
Island as lacking in “strategic objectives”.

e P 1S (PIB), Y faa #ataw Hr s aEAT R
3R 3 T et 1 Hedishet H 8, F 3rTET
2024 # 92 fAaR gdi & Trarfaar @Y 7 yearfad
HARTSET Hee TAFATHE NE (ICTP) FHY “HARE
352l { g admr ATl

e Following the August meeting, it had
advised the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and

Waterways (MoPSW) to include a strategic case in
its proposal.

3ITET ST 95 & d1¢, 3T Ul N IRag va
AT HATAT (MOPSW) &Y 319aY TEATd H HTHRS
3itfcy eanfae s i garg & A

e The PIB’s view surfaces in records of
meetings held on March 17 and 19, 2026, by
another Finance Ministry body — the Public-
Private Partnership Appraisal Committee
(PPPAC) — tasked with vetting project proposals
worth ¥500 crore and above involving a partnership
with private players.

PIB &T gfSeahioT 17 31X 19 AT 2026 1 AT
Johi & JfFer@r 7 A 1T, Sioeg e #drer 6r
Teh 3T HEUT YfeeTah-HI$a< eI AT HedTdheT
afafa (PPPAC) & 3maifora forar &, foreesr sy

500 F3 AT 3N HAF Hed T Aol foteh-foiolt

HNEIY arelr TRANSTT31T T THaToT HTaT

e The proposal, sponsored by the MoPSW with Kamarajar Port Limited (KPL) in Chennai as
the implementing agency, sought PPPAC clearance to build the port in two phases and,
crucially, approval for 12,230 crore as Viability Gap Funding (VGF) to make the

commercially marginal project bankable.

g I, TS MoPSW & SRl foham T 7T fSiest Sears Rya s 9t fafées (KPL)
FRITeaTT THHT 2T, SEIINE T & TON F For A e 3R IR & 3T &9 & cgagy
ST g 12,230 F3 T arRAfAfA 3a T (VGF) Hr Tliepld ureet it & 3eged & PPPAC

o THeT TW@T 1T AT|
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The ICTP is a significant component of the much bigger Great Nicobar Island Development
Project and is a Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) initiative, with the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands Integrated Development Corporation Limited (ANIIDCO) as the proponent of the

overall project and holder of environmental clearance.

ICTP, =19 e fasiar gdta s aRasrar o1 v #geaqut uee & 3R I8 77 #arera
(MHA) &7 T ggel g, Tores 3rsate va fasier gEiT @ wafera e faere fafaes
(ANIIDCO) TRENSTT T JEATeh TUT TATRONY Flih el TR g

The 2021 documents that conceived the Great Nicobar programme and the January 2023
Expression of Interest for the port described it as a means of capturing transhipment
cargo currently routed through Colombo, Singapore, and Port Klang, with the government
estimating annual foreign exchange savings of about $200 million, cumulatively reaching
around $1 billion by 2047.

2021 #F TR T 7T I fAPIIR HRIHA & gEdasit a1 Srady 2023 Y 3Ry srfeafda
(Expression of Interest) & 38 §ea1Tg 1 Hreral, fHIMGR 3R 91 Felor & AegH A acTa=A &
Fennfore grafArade FTelf & AT aal & AT & TG & FEI ThdT IT AT| THR A 38X
wfciay srarerar 200 fAferer ster 1 Tl Her s T 2047 @ earster 1 faferer ster
Ty S T AT oI AT
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India, UK. launch observatory to
expand critical minerals partnership

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Seeking to expand cooper-
ation and technology-shar-
ing in the realm of critical
minerals, India and the Un-
ited Kingdom on Thursday
formally launched the Crit-
ical Minerals Global Supply
Chain Observatory (GSCO).

The observatory was
first announced during
U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s visit to India in
October last year with an
objective to “expand min-
eral coverage, further inte-
grate advanced technolo-
gies and unlock new
bilateral investment
opportunities”.

The platform - to be
jointly operated by India’s
Technology Innovation in
Exploration & Mining
Foundation (TEXMiN), In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy (ISM) Dhanbad and
U.K’s University of Cam-
bridge — will institute a da-
ta-driven platform to mon-
itor and analyse global
critical mineral supply
chains.

In a social media post,
Union Minister for Mines

Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy and U.K. Foreign Secretary

*

v

Yvette

- =

Cooper launching the critical minerals observatory. ANI

and Minerals G. Kishan
Reddy wrote, “This is a ma-
jor step towards streng-
thening critical mineral
supply chains, supporting
clean energy transitions,
and building resilient glo-
bal supply chains through
the India-U.K.
partnership.”

Minister meets official

Meanwhile, during a meet-
ing with visiting British Fo-
reign Secretary Yvette
Cooper on Thursday, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said India and
the U.K. were well-posi-
tioned to construct a new

future-oriented and mu-
tually beneficial partner-
ship on the back of their
newly firmed-up compre-
hensive trade deal and the
defence industrial road
map. Mr. Jaishankar said
both sides “reviewed ongo-
ing progress in our cooper-
ation focusing on trade,
technology, supply chains,
defence, climate, educa-
tion and people to people
ties. Also spoke about new
opportunities in clean
energy, Al and critical
minerals”.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on global
developments including in

Ukraine, West Asia and the
Indo-Pacific.

In his remarks, Mr.
Jaishankar also highlighted
the “remarkable develop-
ments” in the bilateral ties
in recent months while
pointing to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
the U.K. last July, followed
by U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s trip to India in
October.

Ms. Cooper also met Mr.
Modi. “Appreciated the
deepening of the India-UK
partnership in recent
times that has unlocked
unprecedented growth op-
portunities for both our
countries,” Mr. Modi said
on social media.

Ms. Cooper emphasised
greater access to critical
minerals and improved in-
formation-sharing would
be mutually beneficial to
both countries. According
to the announcement rea-
dout, Ms. Cooper stated
the observatory could also
serve “as a foundation for
broader cooperation
across the critical minerals
sector and related strategic
industries.”

(With PTI inputs)

05J6. India, U.K. launch observatory to expand critical minerals partnership

R 3R faeet o Fgeaqol @iasr AgierY & RATAR & ifeerded A qvara Hr

e Seeking to expand cooperation and technology-sharing in the realm of critical minerals,
India and the United Kingdom on Thursday formally launched the Critical Minerals Global
Supply Chain Observatory (GSCO).

Fgaqot WA (Critical Minerals) & &1 3 Hga1eT 3N HieAITehr ASIGRT &l faedR et &
36337 ¥ R 3R FATges farsH & TR &1 3uaTie w9 & frfewa ferew welaa acag
AT Jifeardedt (GSCO) T YB3 H |

e The observatory was first announced during U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s visit to
India in October last year with an objective to “expand mineral coverage, further integrate
advanced technologies and unlock new bilateral investment opportunities”.
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The platform — to be jointly operated by India’s Technology Innovation in Exploration &
Mining Foundation (TEXMiN), Indian Institute of Technology (ISM) Dhanbad and U.K.’s
University of Cambridge — will institute a data-driven platform to monitor and analyse
global critical mineral supply chains.

g FT HRA T SFATATS FAIAAT FoT TFHTARIT US ATF AN B33 (TEXMIN), HRART
WA FEATeT (HETHCH) GaaTe qUT fiee & Hieaer Freafaearery cary g« &9 &
Frenforet fonam SiTea 3R 4Raeh Fgeaqut Wierst i JEHT I AR Td fa2elvor g Teh
3TT- TR AT T T

In a social media post, Union Minister for Mines and Minerals G. Kishan Reddy wrote,
“This is a major step towards strengthening critical mineral supply chains, supporting clean

energy transitions, and building resilient global supply chains through the India—U.K.
partnership.”

Hrerer FSAT 9T T diee 7 FET @ vF Giersr 7t it fameret 339 A fora, “a Ageaqot @faer
et @At T Y& A, FTITS Foll WHAVT I AGA o TUT HRA- ST TSR
AT § aiielt dRaw amqfel Aqgensit & 0T Y fGem 7 v FAgcaqet FeA g1

Minister meets official

#olt Y aftrss e @ o

Mr. Jaishankar said both sides “reviewed ongoing progress in our cooperation focusing
on trade, technology, supply chains, defence, climate, education and people-to-people
ties.”

oY STaRiT o FeT fo et valt o “samar, ey, amafel mrenait, wam, Srerary, Rram sk
SA-Q-51 FaeT W Higa wgaer & yarfar v wam H1”
“Also spoke about new opportunities in clean energy, Al and critical minerals.”

“GHh 1Y &1 TITS Foll, FAH GG UHT (Al) TUT Ageaqor @it & AT 3raert o o ==
TN

The two sides also exchanged views on global developments including in Ukraine, West
Asia and the Indo-Pacific.

alat aedt F et aiRerer T T ffe-srena &7 & Haftrd aRash aearshar o off faary «r
3TTETA-er |

Ms. Cooper emphasised greater access to critical minerals and improved information-
sharing would be mutually beneficial to both countries.

G FR = 8 ST R e feam foh Argeaqut @hesit ash 317 qg 3N Sgck Fg=T-ATeATehor
alett 231 o fore aREdRer &9 & elrste i g |

According to the announcement readout, Ms. Cooper stated the observatory could also serve
“as a foundation for broader cooperation across the critical minerals sector and
related strategic industries.”

O & TR TIaR0T & AR, A R = e foh g iestdedl “agvaqor @fersr &7 aur
30N T TARS 3EAT F caraH T Y HTURRAST & FT & F1F F THA 817
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House Committee cites
CAG report, pulls up govt.
over skilling programme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Parliament’s Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC),
headed by senior Congress
leader K.C. Venugopal,
pulled up the government
over its flagship skilling
programme, the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yoja-
na (PMKVY).

Citing the audit report
tabled by the Comptroller
and Auditor General
(CAG), the panel said the
scheme disproportionately
focused on skilling for jobs
with low demand, such as
retail.

The PMKVY is the flag-
ship scheme of the Minis-
try of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE), launched in July
2015 with the objective of
enabling a large number of
youths to take up industry-
relevant skill training.

Citing the findings of the
report, panel members
noted during the delibera-
tions that there was a mis-
match between training
and demand. They said the
skilling efforts were heavily

K.C. Venugopal

focused on sectors with
low demand, such as appa-
rel, electronics, and retail,
which together accounted
for 40% of trainees. In con-
trast, sectors such as food
processing, which require
more trained personnel,
accounted for only 0.48%
of trainees. Similarly, only
3.8% of trainees were
skilled for the tourism
sector.

Lack of planning

Panel members from both
the Opposition and the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
questioned the lack of
planning, despite the pro-
gramme being in operation
since 2015. According to

T 3178 e fe=m o)

e The PMKVY is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE), launched in July 2015 with the objective of enabling a large
number of youths to take up industry-relevant skill training.

PMKVY, ®lerer fas va seaffar #arera (MSDE) & 98@ Alste 8, f5 4 S[elt$ 2015 # 9121
AT 7 JATT T SSANT-HA AT Flerer TRAGTOT JeTel a3l & eeed T YRt fovam ara |

¢ Citing the findings of the report, panel members noted during the deliberations that there was
a mismatch between training and demand.

W%ﬁwﬁwsﬁawﬁgaﬁ%%mﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬁsmw
TSR & ART & i s faead e ¢

e They said the skilling efforts were heavily focused on sectors with low demand, such as
apparel, electronics, and retail, which together accounted for 40% of trainees.

3egiel gl foh alerel Taenre 9ame HEgd: IRYTT (Apparel), seaeiiaad 3R REeT 18 e A
arel 8131 OR i ¢, ToITal et 40% wiRvatreft enmfdver 4|

e |n contrast, sectors such as food processing, which require more trained personnel,
accounted for only 0.48% of trainees.

s faodid, e uiAfaTa Aeta Hareret 1 3TaRIshdT aTel Wed THEHOT (Food
Processing) &5  shaedl 0.48% FiRA&NTAt &Y ufreor fem aram)

o Similarly, only 3.8% of trainees were skilled for the tourism sector.

8T g, Ties 19 & foIT Shael 3.8% wRAanTAT &t shierer ufietor vere foram aram|

sources, many members
said the government did
not seem to have learnt
from the scheme’s short-
comings. It was also point-
ed out that only 41% of trai-
nees were placed. The
programme has also been
hit by repeated instances
of fraudulent appointment
letters.

The CAG report cited
multiple examples. In one
instance, Neelima Moving
Pictures was awarded skill
certifications to 33,493 par-
ticipants for 21 job roles
across eight States bet-
ween January and Novem-
ber 2020. However, the
company was found to be
non-existent. The audit re-
port noted that no respon-
sibility had been fixed for
such fraudulent claims.

Defending the scheme
and its implementation,
the government blamed
State governments, which,
it said, were the imple-
menting agencies.

In his concluding re-
marks, Mr. Venugopal said
unemployment remained
the biggest threat facing
the country.

05J6. House Committee cites CAG
report, pulls up govt. over skilling
programme

FHT AT o Wosy RaiE #1 garen
ﬁg@ﬁ@mﬁmmﬂww
F FehR dIMS

e Parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee (PAC), headed by senior
Congress leader K.C. Venugopal, pulled up
the government over its flagship skilling
programme, the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).

TS HIAF AclT . €Y. JURNTE T IreFeTar
qTell TG T A @ ATATT (PAC) o THR
BT TG HIRAeT T Trstell FeTeTt FHierer
R AT (PMKVY) T Sl THR T

3ATATEAT T

e Citing the audit report tabled by the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG),
the panel said the scheme disproportionately
focused on skilling for jobs with low demand,
such as retail.

$RT & [A9a% va Agra@r et (CAG) T
am-qﬂwﬁméaﬁrmaﬁgwﬁﬁﬁ
gl foh 3T ISt 7 Reer S F AT aret
VTR &A1 & ForT swlerer wfAeTor ) 3/ ETd &
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India to drop
capital gains
tax for foreign
investors in VL
govt.bonds  3DOS
E——— )

MUMBAI

India plans to scrap capital

gains tax on foreign portfo- “
lio investments in govern-

ment securities, which eau

could help boost such in-

flows, a source familiar

with the matter said on

mu;]sday- . strengthen

The South Asian nation ..
is looking to attract foreign T1ANCE, the
capital to counteract pres- 2l Develop-
su':‘_e :r;ll;f ru?ie nrzmcy‘ ng to train
whicl weakened more
than 5% since the strt of 'Velopment
the year, squeezed by high- ), focusing
er oil prices and foreign Jacentral-
portfolio outflows in equi-
ties. The finance ministry he officers
did not immediately res- n the use of
ponl_i to a Reuters email aformation
seeking comment.

India’s benchmark bond 1d Manage-
yield eased one basis mLiInl on Systems
to 7.01% in opening trade,
although it was not imme- ve b?come
diately clear when the plan ly with the
would take effect

Any tax easing should )yment law
help flows at the margin, “GUarantee
said Madhavi Arora, chief 1 Ajeevika
economist at Emkay Global
Financial Services.

“It won't be a magic bul- [er the new
I?‘te in Il’n_:(.\.lerdregl mg;gl.“ the decen-
she cautioned, but added it
could prove positive in the Gra‘“‘f P?'n'

PP), linking

medium term.

Foreign investors are oymy
subject to a long-term cap- I Entitn
ital gains tax of 12.5% on UCTUre.
listed shares and bonds jpment Se-
held longer than 1274p6q] gaid
months.

A withholding tax of dules such
20% they pay on interest d at streng-
earned in  government o . .
bonds may also be re- st 51111e de
moved, the source said.  IF'e".
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Lack of Planning

ST AT

e It was also pointed out that only 41% of trainees were placed.

g 9 Soor@ TohaT a1 o Shael 41% TRASTITIAT T F AT 3TUcTsEr AT ST T

05J6. India to drop capital gains tax for foreign investors in govt.
bonds

faaeft et & forw avar afes T gelare o T geree AR

¢ India plans to scrap capital gains tax on foreign portfolio investments in
government securities, which could help boost such inflows, a source familiar with the
matter said on Thursday.

AR THRT wfasfaat & fadelt Aot fader ot geflera amr #X (Capital Gains Tax)
HATCT I T ISTAT §1T 6T &, THad 0F R yarg 1 Jerar & Tehdr §, VA1 59 JATHS
& 9T U A 7 I%aR i

e Foreign investors are subject to a long-term capital gains tax of 12.5% on
listed shares and bonds held longer than 12 months.

el frderst st aelioetr R 3R diest &, Toieg 12 A & 31Tk Gy e @M I AT &,
12.5% drdiafard Tflere ameT FX (Long-Term Capital Gains Tax) 31T 95T 5

e Awithholding tax of 20% they pay on interest earned in government bonds
may also be removed, the source said.

A & ITAR, R dlest I 3HToid sarst W faeeh et gan far s arer 20%
fggifeser & (Withholding Tax) 3 /=T ST HehaTT £

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology

05 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

05J6

Union govt. to train BDOs in planning systems

¢ TIFR IrTaAT gonfarar 7 s ) gflrayor it

05J6

Understanding SPF number on sunscreen lotion and how it is measured
TATHIA AT I SPF HEAT FY AT 3 57HT AT FA fFar Srar @

05J6

‘Rural, urban India almost same in video watching’

AN S@ar A AT 3t aEd R ST FHET

05J6.Union govt. to train BDOs in planning systems

g TER IroTAT gonfarar & s ) gflvayor aft

e |n an effort to strengthen grassroots governance, the Ministry of Rural Development is
planning to train 2,000 Block Development Officers (BDOs), focusing the training on
decentralised planning.

SHIAT TR & ATHT (Grassroots Governance) ﬁ@ﬁ*w%aﬁmm
FHATEF 2,000 @3 AF FAFINET (BDOs) Y FTRAETUT &t T ANSTTT T 6T &, Formasy e
&1 fAaedigd faalere (Decentralised Planning) TR shigd g1

e The officers will be trained in the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and
Management Information Systems (MIS), which have become crucial especially with the
new rural employment law — Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission.
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o TRt &1 sitanfores FaeTT JoTrel (GIS) T YaerT AT JomTelt (MIS) & 3UZHeT &
SITRIETOT fer SITwaT, St faQ &9 & AT FHI0T ASHIR hiefed — R siRa—qsrR v
TSNTeRT IR AT — o FHeeT 7 A HgeaqoT gl v e |

e Rural Development Secretary Rohit Kansal said that training modules such as this are

aimed at strengthening the “last-mile delivery architecture”.

areor R wfRT At Fwe 2 T & 50 TR & afieTor Afsyge &1 3 “sifaw s aw
@aT TE aTel S7TE AT (Last-Mile Delivery Architecture)” &1 3R 310 @Rrerd STt ¢

Af
CHENNAI

un Protection Factor, or SPF, is
s designed to measure

protection against ultraviolet B
(UVB) radiation, the part of sunlight
primarily responsible for sunburns.
But it does not tell the whole story
about sun protection, nor does a
higher SPF automatically mean
better protection. Understanding
what SPF measures, and what it does
not, can help in making more
informed decisions about skin
protection.

In standard testing, sunscreen is
applied to the skin and researchers
compare how much ultraviolet
exposure is needed to produce
redness, or erythema, on protected
skin versus unprotected skin, says
Katheeja Nasika, consultant
dermatologist, Rela Hospital,
Chennai. “If an SPF is 30,
theoretically the amount of UV
exposure needed to cause minimal
erythema on sunscreen-applied skin
would be 30 times higher than on

unprotected skin,” she explains.

Narayanan A., consultant
dermatologist at SRM Prime
Hospital, Chennai, points out
however that “the testing is
conducted under controlled
conditions using a specified amount
of sunscreen. In real life, most
people apply far less sunscreen than
is used during laboratory testing,
meaning actual protection may be
lower than the SPF listed on the
label”

What do SPF numbers mean?
One of the most common
misconceptions is that SPF values
increase protection in a straight line.
According to K.R. Sharmatha, senior
consultant dermatologist, SIMS
Hospital, Chennai, SPF 30 blocks
about 95-97% of UVB radiation, SPF
50 blocks roughly 97-98%, and SPF
80 blocks close to 99%. The
difference is one roughly one
percentage point, with protection
gains becoming progressively
smaller at higher SPF values

While higher SPF provides

=

Shield and defence: Experts and dermatologists say that SPF 30 provides adequate

protection for most people when applied correctly. GETTY IMAGES

somewhat greater protection, the
difference between SPF 30 and SPF
50 is far smaller than most people
imagine.

A sunscreen’s SPF value only

measures protection against UVB
radiation. Pushpa Gnanaraj, senior
consultant dermatologist, Apollo
Speciality Hospitals, Vanagaram,
Chennai, notes that UVA penetrates

more deeply. UVA radiation is
strongly linked to pigmentation,
photoageing, wrinkles and loss of
skin elasticity. For this reason,
experts emphasise that SPF alone
should not determine sunscreen
choice. They recommend choosing a
broad-spectrum sunscreen with
PA+++ protection, which indicates
protection against UVA rays as well
as products that provide protection
against both UVA and UVB radiation
rather than focusing solely on the
SPF number.

Experts also say that SPF 30
provides adequate protection for
most people when applied correctly.
“Anything above SPF 30 is okay for
Indian skin,” says Dr. Nasika. She
rec ds SPF 30 as a mini
while SPF 50 or higher for outdoor
sports, extended sun exposure, or

Understanding SPF number on sunscreen lotion and how it is measured

before sun exposure and ensuring
that exposed areas such as the face,
neck, hands and forearms are
covered. Reapplication is essential
every two to three hours during
outdoor exposure, especially after
washing the face or if the product is
not water-resistant. And for people
working outdoors, and in sports,
experts recommend waterproof
formulations. High-SPF sunscreens
also require regular reapplication
because sunscreen do not block
100% of UV radiation. A properly
applied SPF 30 sunscreen may offer
better protection than an SPF 100
product applied inadequately.

The difference between the
benefits that SPF 30 and SPF 50 offer
is small. The more important factors
are choosing a broad-spectrum
product, applying it correctly, and

with photc skin it regularly. This summer,
conditions. stay safe under the sun.
Understanding SPF is less about
Application matters finding the highest number and

Many tend to overlook correct
application. Experts recommend
applying sunscreen 15 to 20 minutes

more about using sunscreen
effectively and consistently.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

05J6. Understanding SPF number on sunscreen lotion and how it is measured
TAEHA AT I SPF HEIT FI WHSAT X 3HHT AT HA forar sirem @

e Sun Protection Factor (SPF), or SPF, is designed to measure protection against ultraviolet
B (UVB) radiation, the part of sunlight primarily responsible for sunburns.

T WRFAT e (SPF) i Iregrargae-d (UVB) Fafhwor & gt o1 Arvs & fore fashfard
foham aram &, Sit G o GhTeI &1 98 19T & S HTT &9 A Felael (cadl Ferwal) o T et gler

gl

e |n standard testing, sunscreen is applied to the skin and researchers compare how much
ultraviolet exposure is needed to produce redness, or erythema, on protected skin versus
unprotected skin, says Katheeja Nasika, consultant dermatologist, Rela Hospital, Chennai.

Yoot & Yoll ITETTST Y TIHIETAT caeT 97 IR FHefar AT & IHeTHR, AleTeh GLaTor 3
T I HATSHI ST ST & 3R MRl T FelaT it & fohy AT T IR el o
i 372rar TRAAT 3cqea Tt & TAT fhder e areT fafaor i smaeasrar el §1

“If an SPF is 30, theoretically the amount of UV exposure needed to cause minimal erythema
on sunscreen-applied skin would be 30 times higher than on unprotected skin,” she explains.

q qarel €, “afe SPF 30 §, oY Aeenifcieh &7 & HeTEshlel ofdll caral W wgeicid TRIAT Scoet el
o fore 3maezrer UV TAfeRoT S #ATT ERTET cadl T Jefall 7 30 I[AT ek graft|”

What do SPF numbers mean?

SPF W&IT3iT &7 &1 37 §72
e According to K.R. Sharmatha, senior consultant dermatologist, SIMS Hospital, Chennai,

SPF 30 blocks about 95-97% of UVB radiation, SPF 50 blocks roughly 97-98%, and SPF 80
blocks close to 99%.
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deeTs o SIMS YTl hT TRTS RIFAVESTAT el A7 FAATT .3, AHAT & 37AR, SPF 30
TITHIT 95-97% UVB Taferaor &bt AT &, SPF 50 SI3T3H3T 97-98% T UhdT & 3 SPF 80

I 99% ek G&TT TeTed AT B |

While higher SPF provides somewhat greater protection, the difference between SPF 30 and
SPF 50 is far smaller than most people imagine.

e 31l SPF $& HTAREFT FR&T FeleT T 8, fohe SPF 30 3R SPF 50 & e &l 3T
3T 317k AT & T JTeehRTer oieT TSt &1

A sunscreen’s SPF value only measures protection against UVB radiation.

Tl FeTeshial ST SPF AT sharel UVB fafor o fareer et &1 aAdar |

Pushpa Gnanaraj, senior consultant dermatologist, Apollo Speciality Hospitals,
Vanagaram, Chennai, notes that UVA penetrates more deeply.

UeeTs o deTIRA EUd Iratel FAATAE giiPaeew T aiiss Wreierar caem A7 faQeey gear
AT TdTAT & Top UVA TIfSRor caar & 318 1818 dh Jaer fdr gl

UVA radiation is strongly linked to pigmentation, photoageing, wrinkles and loss of skin
elasticity.

UVA fafor 1 derer caem & aofes aRader, wrerefSir, giitat qur car i avg & w5t § arews
| ST EIE
For this reason, experts emphasise that SPF alone should not determine sunscreen choice.

U FRUT [T 5T S1d W TA & & [ hdel SPF & YR TR FATShIA T T Aal 1ohIT ST
EUYl

They recommend choosing a broad-spectrum sunscreen with PA+++ protection, which
indicates protection against UVA rays as well as products that provide protection against both
UVA and UVB radiation rather than focusing solely on the SPF number.

d PA+++ GR&TT aTe! A18-FIFEH HeATshtel hl Ta] Il hl Hellg &l &, Sl UVA Forolt & ggeatm 1
Hehdl ST & AT U ScUTel Y A THAT 3o shY 31T it & Sit UVA 3iR UvB fafaor gt &
& el Y &l

She recommends SPF 30 as a minimum, while SPF 50 or higher for outdoor sports, extended
sun exposure, or individuals with photosensitive skin conditions.

d 7T SPF 30 % 3[R Rl &, STafeh aTgdl Wer arfafaferat, o aog deh 4 # gt 3ryar
yEnr-Hagaedler caat waeht Rufoat arer safeadt & faw SPF 50 a1 368 MR 39ged Hefc!
gl

Application matters

39AYT Y "ot fafer &1 Agea

Many tend to overlook correct application.
3HeTeh ST TET Ak A SR & Aged T 3987 I ot o |

Experts recommend applying sunscreen 15 to 20 minutes before sun exposure and ensuring
that exposed areas such as the face, neck, hands and forearms are covered.

TRt 4 ST & 15 & 20 fATE Tgel Hershled oMoy 72T A8, 6T, g1t AR 3raramgait i
gor et 1 38 G T B Tl & B

Reapplication is essential every two to three hours during outdoor exposure, especially after
washing the face or if the product is not water-resistant.

STE ATCATaROT H g1 o aRTel Tcdsh & @ et 8¢ & Yo ST 3T &, [T Il &l el
& §1¢ 37YdT IfE 3cUTe STeT-Tiaed o gi|

And for people working outdoors, and in sports, experts recommend waterproof
formulations.

TG HT et ATel S9N AT TS o FoIT faRIosT areTy W BIeerreT il HeTeram Hld &1
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e High-SPF sunscreens also require regular reapplication because sunscreen do not block
100% of UV radiation.

3T SPF dlel Hettshlel 1 81 A &9 & YeT: ofeTiar 3maeden ¢ Fiieh hig 8l Fefshlet UV

TIfR0T AT 100% 379 AGT T GehdT|

e A properly applied SPF 30 sunscreen may offer better protection than an SPF 100 product
applied inadequately.

HEY TR W ST AT SPF 30 Felshled, I9Tecd § A ST 3T SPF 100 3¢UTE T Jefal 7
g G&TT Felel Y Fehell ¢ |

e The more important factors are choosing a broad-spectrum product, applying it correctly,
and reapplying it regularly.
3178 Hgcaqol R §—Th FI3-FIFCH TG T T LT, 3H TET ThR H SMAT AT
AT & & oT: ST

e Understanding SPF is less about finding the highest number and more about using
sunscreen effectively and consistently.

SPF ol GHSTe &1 1Y o 318 H&aT Saatl 781, aicsh HeTeshiet &l FHTd T [ afAd suter
A&

UVA Radiation

UVA rays have a longer wavelength and can penetrate deep into the skin.
They are present throughout the day and can even pass through clouds and window glass.
UVA rays are mainly responsible for:
o Skin ageing and wrinkles
o Loss of skin elasticity
o Pigmentation and tanning
o Long-term skin damage
UVA rays slowly age skin over time.

UVB Radiation

e UVB rays have a shorter wavelength and affect the outer layers of the skin.
e They are strongest between about 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
e UVB rays are mainly responsible for:
o Sunburn
o Skin redness
o DNA damage in skin cells
o Increased risk of skin cancer
e UVB rays burn skin when stay in the sun too long.

SPF (Sun Protection Factor)

e SPF (Sun Protection Factor) is a measure of how well a sunscreen protects the skin from UVB
rays.

SPF 15 blocks about 93% of UVB rays.

SPF 30 blocks about 97% of UVB rays.

SPF 50 blocks about 98% of UVB rays.

Skin normally starts to burn after 10 minutes in the sun. With SPF 30 sunscreen, skin could
theoretically stay about 30 times longer before burning.
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‘Rural, urban India almost
same in video watching

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India’s transition into a vi-
deo-first economy is no
longer restricted to metro-
politan cities as daily video
consumption on Meta plat-
forms is reaching 98% in ci-
ties and 94% in rural areas,
according to a Meta-com-
missioned study by IPSOS.

The study, comprising
over 4,000 participants
across metro, tier-2 and 3
cities and rural India,
found 97% of users con-
sume video content daily,
highlighting video content
had become the primary
source of digital

engagement.

Also, the study found
Reels had become the
primary destination for
content, culture and in-
fluence with 89% of Gen-Z
users engaging with it ev-
ery day. The engagement is
particularly strong among
women (85%) and NCCS
audiences (88%). The stu-
dy also found 84% of Gen-Z
users and 73% of rural us-
ers discovered products
through Meta Platforms.

Beauty, make-up, fash-
ion, lifestyle, wellness, fit-
ness, comedy, sports, and
travel emerged as the most
engaged genres. Among it
beauty, makeup, and fash-

ion recorded the highest
engagement with 52% of
the users engaging in these
genres followed by lifes-
tyle, fitness, and wellness
at 42%; comedy and hu-
mor at 39%; sports at 38%;
and travel at 37%.

The study emphasised
the role of content creators
in shaping storytelling,
conversations, trends, and
brand discovery. Reels gen-
erated 60% higher creator
engagement than other
surveyed short-video plat-
forms and highlighted the
platform’s influence on
high-intent sectors such as
e-commerce, automobiles,
and financial services.

05J6. ‘Rural, urban India almost same in video watching’

HifsaY s@er & artor 3R el SRT IS FH S

e India’s transition into a video-first economy is no longer restricted to metropolitan cities as
daily video consumption on Meta platforms is reaching 98% in cities and 94% in rural
areas, according to a Meta-commissioned study by IPSOS.

AT Irfegardr HI 31 JRT T GFHAUT I shd ol ARSI AT I WA 787 Ig IraT
g, T AT cehiFT oX S ST 3T ey 7 98% 37 areior &=t &7 94% amtrg’?rm
g1 IE ST IPSOS EaRT fohT 1T AeT-9rNIIe 3reret o 38R B

e The study, comprising over 4,000 participants across metro, tier-2 and 3 cities and rural
India, found 97% of users consume video content daily, highlighting video content had
become the primary source of digital engagement.

AT, feav-2 31t RowR-3 At aur ameior s1Ra & 4,000 & rfos widsnfagt w smanfRa sa
3T H UTIT 31T T 97% IUARTHRAT Ui feT AISAT AT T STHT d &, Torad TISE T
¢ o difsar areelt RfSree wesnfarar 1 vogw did = g &

e Also, the study found Reels had become the primary destination for content, culture and
influence with 89% of Gen-Z users engaging with it every day.

3T 7 Ig o ar 9T oh Ao AreAall, AEpicl AR a7 T JHW ATETH §f T &, STel
89% SAeT-3it IHANTFAT ST ST 3 2
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e Beauty, make-up, fashion, lifestyle, wellness, fitness, comedy, sports, and travel
emerged as the most engaged genres.

&, AF-319, $eT, AEHECEA, o, freetw, FAS, A 3R I T 31U wEefar
arel TAwat & §7 F 3|

e Among it beauty, makeup, and fashion recorded the highest engagement with 52% of the
users engaging in these genres followed by lifestyle, fitness, and wellness at 42%;
comedy and humor at 39%; sports at 38%; and travel at 37%.

1o =&Y, A3 3 et F T 31 TN Gof Y, STET 52% ITARIFAT 37 Fawit §
IS T | 38 d1G AghEersd, fheaw AR ey & 42%, FAS 3R T 7 39%, @ F38%
AT IATAT 7 37% FEHTRIAT gof Y TS|

e The study emphasised the role of content creators in shaping storytelling, conversations,
trends, and brand discovery.

3T 7 Hie Frved H #fFF R AR 2T, S Feret Fea, Farel, TSt 3R 515 @t B
IR ot H AgeaquT AT fovea &1
e Reels generated 60% higher creator engagement than other surveyed short-video

platforms and highlighted the platform’s influence on high-intent sectors such as e-
commerce, automobiles, and financial services.

e A 317 gdfer eie- N cAehird S Joiett 7 60% 3Tt FrveT FFsiaraT Sce

3R S-FAY, sTeAEET JUT AT 9131t FW 3TU-3T aTer 813 W Toewie & T i Wi
fomam|
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Funding India’s climate future, a trillion-dollar question

R & STerarg sfasy & RAaaiyor F7 wea: v fefawer st & ot

05J6

A national environmental survey whose time came

TF TS TATGIONT FHRTOT FHHAT HTTRIFAT T THT 3T IHT 8
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Funding India’s climate future, a trillion-dollar question
4GS lI: Envionment |

here is one figure that should
command the attention of every
policymaker, banker, and financial
expert in India. India will require
¥162.5 trillion — roughly $2.5 trillion — by 2030 to
meet its Nationally Determined Contributions.
Over the longer term, the cost of achieving
net-zero emissions by 2070 is estimated at $10.1
trillion, nearly three times India’s current GDP.
This is not a counsel of despair. India has more
tools to bridge this gap than it has deployed so
far. But doing so requires a clear financing
strategy and the institutional resolve to build
mechanisms that can mobilise capital at scale.

The financing gap

Decarbonising just four sectors — steel, cement,
power, and road transport, which together
account for more than half of India’s carbon
emissions — will require $467 billion in additional
capital expenditure between 2022 and 2030,
roughly $54 billion annually, or 1.3% of GDP.
These are sectors where the private sector will
not lead without strong regulatory incentives,
because the economics of green steel and green
cement simply do not yet work without policy
support.

By 2030, developing economies are estimated
to need $5 trillion to $6 trillion for climate action.
The developed world promised $100 billion
annually at Paris — and missed it. The Baku New
Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) commits $300
billion by 2035 — which India rightly considers
insufficient. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s
own Report on Currency and Finance estimates
that India needs an additional annual investment
of at least 2.5% of GDP for green financing until
2030.

The international community will not fill this
gap on India’s behalf. The honest answer is that
India must mobilise most of it from within.

India is not starting from zero. By the end of
2024, India had issued $55.9 billion in green,
social, sustainability, and sustainability-linked
debt — a 186% rise since 2021. Green debt leads,
making up 83% of the total, with most funds
directed to clean energy and transport. Sovereign
green bonds worth ¥477 billion have helped set
benchmarks and boost investor confidence. This
is genuinely impressive.

The instruments exist. The challenge is
deploying them at scale. India already has green
bonds, sovereign green bonds,
sustainability-linked bonds, blended finance
structures, transition finance instruments and
infrastructure investment trusts. What is missing
is the connective tissue: a taxonomy, a guarantee
architecture, a liquidity mechanism, and the
regulatory incentives that make green finance
cheaper than brown finance.

The most significant shift in India’s

Balakrishna
Pisupati

Head of the United
Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP)
office in India

India’s
bottleneck is
not funding,
but the
institutional
architecture
needed to
move it where
it is needed

climate-finance landscape in 2025 did not occur
at a climate conference but in Mint Street. In
2025, the RBI's Climate Finance and Management
of Climate Change Risks Directions for
Commercial Banks and Small Finance Banks
established a comprehensive framework
requiring banks to integrate climate risks into
their lending and risk-management practices.
Importantly, eligible green activities
can qualify as priority sector lending
(PSL), while investments in sovereign
green bonds are also recognised
under the framework.

This is a bigger deal than it looks.
PSL requirements are one of the most
powerful levers that the RBI holds
over bank behaviour. Currently, for
every 310,000 crore in loans, banks must ensure
¥4,000 crore of PSL.

The RBI can and must go further. It has
proposed accepting sovereign green bonds as
collateral with more flexibility in margin
requirements and adjusting reserve requirements
to support credit flows to green sectors. The next
frontier is differentiated capital requirements
based on climate risk — essentially, making brown
lending more capital-intensive and green lending
less so.

The RBI's Climate Risk Information System on
climate-related financial risks for commercial
banks, and its inclusion of sustainable finance in
its regulatory sandbox, are steps in the right
direction.

The next critical step is a comprehensive
climate stress-testing framework for Indian banks
— one that assesses the flood risk of a loan
portfolio in Bihar as rigorously as it evaluates
credit risk.

The taxonomy unlocks everything else
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced
in the Union Budget 2024-25 that India would
develop a climate-finance taxonomy. This is the
foundation of the entire ecosystem. Without a
clear legal definition of what counts as “green”,
green bonds cannot be credibly verified, PSL
classifications remain questionable, international
investors cannot make compliance claims, and
regulators cannot effectively curb greenwashing.

The Ministry of Finance’s Climate Finance
Taxonomy and the Ministry of Steel’s Green Steel
Taxonomy will facilitate standardised sustainable
investments and boost investor confidence.

The international climate finance system has
one instrument that India has chronically
underused: blended finance — the strategic use of
public or concessional funds to de-risk private
investment. Financial instruments such as green
bonds, climate funds, and blended finance
models are important in mobilising capital for
sustainability initiatives, and unlocking

n‘ﬂ

ENVIRONMENTl
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investment at scale will help drive long-term
resilience in India’s most climate-sensitive
sectors.

Here is the arithmetic that makes blended
finance so compelling. A first loss guarantee of
$100 million from a public source can unlock
$500 million to $1 billion in private co-investment
in solar, offshore wind, green hydrogen, or

climate-resilient agriculture, because
it absorbs the risk that private capital
finds unacceptable. It needs a
capitalisation injection and an
I_D —, expanded mandate to get there.
‘Where the finance gap is most
acute
One dimension of India’s climate
finance challenge that receives almost no
attention is its federally disaggregated nature.
Climate adaptation — the kind of finance that
protects coastal villages in Odisha,
drought-proofing in Vidarbha, or spring
rejuvenation in the Himalayas — is delivered at
the State level. But States have neither the
borrowing capacity nor the institutional
infrastructure to access international climate
finance. Tamil Nadu and Kerala have shown that
ambitious State-level climate programming is
possible. The financing architecture needs to
catch up with the ambition.

There are four things that India must do now.
First, finalise and enact the Climate Finance
Taxonomy without further delay. It is the single
most leveraged action available.

Second, the RBI must move from enabling
green finance to mandating it — through
differentiated capital requirements, mandatory
climate stress testing for banks, and expanded
PSL targets that include climate adaptation
alongside mitigation.

Third, establish a State Climate Finance
Facility, capitalised for example, by the Union,
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD), and international
sources, to give States and municipalities genuine
access to green debt markets.

Fourth, scale sovereign green bond issuances
rapidly and embed them in the SLR framework to
deepen the domestic market and attract foreign
capital.

India’s climate-finance challenge is large and
urgent, but not insurmountable. The instruments
exist, the regulatory framework is taking shape,
and capital is available. What is missing is not
money, but the institutional capacity to deploy it
at scale. Fixing that is the work of the Budget
cycles. The country that solves this challenge
fastest will shape the future of climate finance in
the developing world.

The views expressed are personal

05J6. Funding India’s climate future, a trillion-dollar question

R & STerarg sifasy & TAaaiyor 7 wear: v fefawer sfer & ot

Climate Finance and India’s Net-Zero Transition
Srerary e 3R 9 #7 Ae-SRY FHaAor

e India will require ¥162.5 trillion — roughly $2.5 trillion — by 2030 to meet its Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).

HI T 3791 TSI T o) fAeifa aheremer (NDCs) Heefl gfdaeranait s qur &t & fow af
2030 T ¥162.5 feforast 3raTa orererar 2.5 feforaat st &1 3maezendr giaft|
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Over the longer term, the cost of achieving net-zero emissions by 2070 is estimated at $10.1
trillion, nearly three times India’s current GDP.

rdientioren gfSe &, a¥ 2070 oeh YU - IcHaIeT (Net-Zero Emissions) UTee &et T olaTel
raTstar 10.1 RefArrer STer 3iiehr a1 &, ST 1Rl & IAATeT GDP T ofa1873T el AT &

faa9oT 3ra’Ter

Decarbonising just four sectors — steel, cement, power, and road transport, which together
account for more than half of India’s carbon emissions — will require $467 billion in
additional capital expenditure between 2022 and 2030, roughly $54 billion annually, or 1.3%
of GDP.

hael IR &1 — U, Wie, faggd 3R w5 aRaee, S Ggad §9 & $Rd o 318 J 3
P 3cTole & [T FTRERN § — FT SFEASAUT T & foT a¥ 2022 & 2030 &F &=
HfaRerd 467 3RE STaR & YoMeTd S T AT g1elt, St TTay SITSHIT 54 IR Sfe 3r2rar

GDP &T 1.3% &1

These are sectors where the private sector will not lead without strong regulatory incentives,
because the economics of green steel and green cement simply do not yet work without
policy support.

Y AN &1 § ST forsl) &1 HTe (AR NedTgail & T Scfea oAg1 ham, Fiieh el sEaTeT
3R g dieie Fr 3nfie cagriar 3l ofr Sifaera aade & foar g =167 &1

The developed world promised $100 billion annually at Paris — and missed it.

Taen @i it & AR & iy 100 3R STerR &t a1 T f3ha o, fohe & 38 )T Xt # fathel W@
The Baku New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) commits $300 billion by 2035 — which
India rightly considers insufficient.

I 7 FafFed FAITCHES AT (NCQG) & 3iciaid a¥ 2035 Teh 300 I STerl STTeEr et h
gfceeear saard 1 9% ¢, [ 9Rd 3Rd 9 & 3roied Aar gl

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s own Report on Currency and Finance estimates that
India needs an additional annual investment of at least 2.5% of GDP for green financing
until 2030.

#Re Rerd 3% (RBI) 1 7eT va fae Rule & 78R, R I a¥ 2030 a gRa Radyor &
TOT 9Ty H-T-FF GDP &7 2.5% TaRed fFaer s giem|

India already has green bonds, sovereign green bonds, sustainability-linked bonds,
blended finance structures, transition finance instruments and infrastructure
investment trusts.

HRA & 919 9gol F &1 AT 910gH, Aiae A 91vgd, FreATafad)-foes 9vgH, soids vigad
TIATE, SIS BISAH ITIRIUT TUT FFHREFIAT FrdTCHE TCH 3T & |
What is missing is the connective tissue: a taxonomy, a guarantee architecture, a liquidity

mechanism, and the regulatory incentives that make green finance cheaper than brown
finance.

FITET Felt & a8 § o7 ! S5 Tl SIIT—Ueh GaThTOT YOITel (Taxonomy), IRET TIET,
aRAar a7 (Liquidity Mechanism) T2T 08 e WicargT o gRa e & qdwmera
YuurHRY fa« (Brown Finance) & qefell & FET =117 |

Importantly, eligible green activities can qualify as Priority Sector Lending (PSL), while
investments in sovereign green bonds are also recognised under the framework.

FEcaqul ¥ &, 917 e arfafaftrat srarfderar & %ot (PSL) & 37celd 3 HerclT §, STt Hiater
et Sogw 7 fFT 7T e Y 8ff 37 el & 3ideTd AT STt i 318 &

Strengthening Climate Finance Mechanisms
STerary fawt o 1 gg Tt
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The RBI's Climate Risk Information System on climate-related financial risks for
commercial banks, and its inclusion of sustainable finance in its regulatory sandbox, are
steps in the right direction.

aToIfsgeh dehi o T STerarg et faeiar SHEeT o) 3menid RBI #T Fegae Rew semiaera
Rrew uT 39 sy dsaied 7 gad T (Sustainable Finance) &1 M FHTAT T&T

&I & 33T 91T FeH

Without a clear legal definition of what counts as “green”, green bonds cannot be credibly
verified, PSL classifications remain questionable, international investors cannot make
compliance claims, and regulators cannot effectively curb greenwashing.

‘T T TS FTeTelt TRHATT & 3377 7 T ATUSH hT [ALTHAT H AT g1 T ST Fehel,
PSL 30T €iEaer 9o Bl 8, ARSI foaereh 3feqarelsl el e o7gT o Fehel T foramereh
QTR IT TS TIT0T 78T Y bl |

The Ministry of Finance’s Climate Finance Taxonomy and the Ministry of Steel’s Green

Steel Taxonomy will facilitate standardised sustainable investments and boost investor
confidence.

e FaTery ) FATSAT BIFH SFAITAT TAT ST AATAT Y AT FEXT SFAATHT ATThIThel
Tid fAdRiT Y G SATTal FUT fAdereht &1 faeare sgreah|

Climate adaptation — the kind of finance that protects coastal villages in Odisha, drought-
proofing in Vidarbha, or spring rejuvenation in the Himalayas — is delivered at the State
level.

STeaTy 3eJF e (Climate Adaptation) — 3741 ag g Ferrar it 3nf¥em & T arrat
e, faget & gar-uforie 3Tl srerar fRarerd & Steriial & Yeroifast & fav sraeas g & —
HT FATTaTeT Tod FaX W hAT AT B |

But States have neither the borrowing capacity nor the institutional infrastructure to access
international climate finance.

Tehe] Tt o U & Al IS HOT ofad 2hT &TAT ¢ 3R o ) T Femrd e, o a
ﬁm@wmﬁaﬁqugawﬁl
Third, establish a State Climate Finance Facility, capitalised for example, by the Union,

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), and international
sources, to give States and municipalities genuine access to green debt markets.

e, weh TS Sterary farer gfaem (State Climate Finance Facility) &1 &49=11 T 5TTe, fordr
3CTEXUTETRT g AN, W FY 31T armeior R d& (NABARD) T 3arsEr diat
garT T fhar e, arfes T3t 3R 7R ferat &t e %oT 919IRY (Green Debt
Markets) T aTedIdeh TE faer T

Baku New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)

The Baku New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) is a new global climate finance target
adopted at the climate conference COP29 held in Baku, Azerbaijan.

It replaces the earlier goal under which developed countries were expected to mobilize $100
billion annually for developing nations to tackle climate change.

Under the NCQG, developed countries are expected to take the lead in mobilizing at least $300

billion per year by 2035 for developing countries.

The broader ambition is to scale up climate-related finance from all public and private sources
to around $1.3 trillion annually by 2035.
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A national environmental survey whose time came

nthropologist Anna Tsing writes, initiatives such as the National Afforestation could deliver four key benefits. First, it would
A “Anthropocene, <is> the epoch in which Programme (NAP) and REDD+ (reducing help prevent further environmental degradation,
human disturbance outranks other E1 emissions from deforestation and forest temper climate-driven disasters, and build
geological forces.....although some interpreters degradation in developing countries ‘+' additional | resilient responses through coordinated action
see the name as implying the triumph of humans, forest-related activities that protect the climate), and better resource use. Second, it would
the opposite seems more accurate: without yet say little about the scale of State-wise support the timely achievement of climate
planning or intention,humans have made a mess Saumya Gupta deforestation, its impact on biodiversity and targets, enhance credibility and unlock climate
of our planet.” It is in this precise predicament Doctoral researcher. livelihoods, or the country’s preparedness for finance. Third, it would better align economic
that India finds itself: environmental damage has Anthropology ’ future environmental challenges. Beyond these development with conservation, while protecting
slipped beyond intention and control, belonging Department, omissions, the reports often obscure the nuances tribal rights, traditional livelihoods and the
to no one entirely and to everyone at once. University of behind impressive plantation figures, sidestep interests of displaced communities. Finally, it
Amsterdam scrutiny of fund utilisation and environmental would strengthen the commons by recognising
An unfolding crisis compliance, and overlook findings and safeguarding the
A survey by the Yale School of the Environment from global assessments. interdependence between
0f 10,751 Indians (December 2024-February 2025) '0 ecosystems, species and human
found that most respondents had experienced at The case for EnvSI ‘ societies.
least one extreme event, including heat waves Much of this information is already woR LD Finally, the template for an EnvSI
(71%), agricultural pests and diseases (60%), measured by governments, think already exists. The Economic Survey
power outages (59%), water pollution (53%), Thirunavukarasu S. | tanks, educational institutions and ENVIRONMENT of India offers the Environment

droughts and water shortages (52%), and air
pollution (52%). Based on Indian meteorological
department and State of India’s Environment
findings, nearly half of the 37% of 870
river-monitoring stations recorded alarming
levels of toxic heavy metals. Air pollution in 2022
reduced average life expectancy by about three
years, while some parts of the country
experienced extreme weather for nearly 88% of

Junior Research fellow,
Department of Defence
and Strategic Studies,
University of Madras

private actors, but it remains

fragmented. What is missing is not

data, but a system that brings it together. The
remedy is to have an Annual Environmental
Survey of India (EnvSI): a unified platform that
aggregates evidence, conducts independent
audits, issues actionable assessments and grades
performance. EnvSI must provide an unsparing
account of environmental reality — however

DAY " Ministry its clearest model: an

integrated report prepared by experts
under the Chief Economic Adviser, independent
enough to present inconvenient truths. It draws
on multiple sources, rigorously scrutinises
evidence, rejects comforting narratives, and
alerts policymakers to emerging challenges and
necessary reforms. India constantly faces difficult
trade-offs between development and

the year. The Desertification and Land uncomfortable. The objective is not merely to conservation.
Degradation Atlas of India estimates that 29.7% of document what has been lost, but to identify
the country’s land is degraded. Yet, despite this what can still be protected. Keeping nature in sight

mounting environmental crisis, India still lacks a
comprehensive understanding of the state of its
environment.

In India, the environment sits on the back
bench — starved of funds, with only 0.07% of the

Drafting an EnvSI would require a clear
statutory mandate, functional autonomy and
protected tenure for an expert-led body. It should
integrate data from government agencies,
independent researchers, the private sector and

Home to one-sixth of humanity on just 4% of the
earth’s land area, India must pursue growth while
meeting climate commitments. In such
circumstances, environmental concerns are often
pushed to the margins. An independent and

annual budget allocated to the Ministry of i field-based evidence. Its methodology must audacious EnvSI can help balance growth,
A credible

Environment, Forest and Climate Change environmental combine quantitative indicators with livelihood sustainability, livelihoods and justice. Without
(MoEFCC), understaffed, and intellectually e assessments, using cross-verified datasets and India’s full commitment, global climate goals will
neglected. Its custodians often work in silos with survey is rigorous analysis. Some may question the cost. remain elusive. More importantly, an EnvSI can
overlapping jurisdictions. The result is ignorance fessen[la] for The answer is simple: the cost of not doing itis | make visible the environmental changes that have
masquerading as knowledge. The MoEFCC’s informed far greater, and doing it would bring some reason become normalised, helping build the awareness

q g ige gr 2 8 ping
annual reports outline forest-restoration policymaking to the redundancy of surveying efforts. An EnvSI needed to protect what remains.

05J6. A national environmental survey whose time came

TF TS TATERONT FAGTOT TSIehY TaeTHell T THY 3T THT 8

Anthropologist Anna Tsing writes, “Anthropocene, the epoch in which human disturbance
outranks other geological forces.....although some interpreters see the name as implying the

triumph of humans, the opposite seems more accurate: without planning or intention, humans
have made a mess of our planet.”

ATAafawAd e foar forae €, “Trader g o1 & S Aasiiad saaee 33 samias
ATt & 31fereh yarraemTel g AT §.... TSI $T SAEAHR §H A HI AlTd HI a7 & T &
aEd ¥, W aredfdendr 8 faudie Tefi gich 8 faaT fhelt Aieter a1 3eged &, Hesal o gAR
IE I IRy W AT &I

A survey by the Yale School of the Environment of 10,751 Indians (December 2024-
February 2025) found that most respondents had experienced at least one extreme event,
including heat waves (71%), agricultural pests and diseases (60%), power outages
(59%), water pollution (53%), droughts and water shortages (52%), and air pollution
(52%).

A Tl HIH & TAGRAAC SaRT 10,751 HRAT W (fGH 2024 T Hadl 2025 & i) fovw
3T T FAGTOT F TT 1T foh 31TReRTer ITARETAT3TT o Shel-H-ha Ueh I TATONT TEAT T
37391 Toha T, fS17a1 o (71%), F e v Aer (60%), Frsrelt wekd (59%), Srer ygquor (53%),
@1 UG ST HT FAT (52%), TUT Y IGOT (52%) ATHAST I
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The Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India estimates that 29.7% of the
country’s land is degraded.

SafefrarereT U ds RBASueT veaw 3w AT & 1TAR, Ser T wTerT 29.7% A HaeTel 3reyar
&R &Y T &

The MoEFCC’s annual reports outline forest-restoration initiatives such as the National
Afforestation Programme (NAP) and REDD+ (reducing emissions from deforestation and
forest degradation in developing countries ‘+’ additional forest-related activities that protect
the climate), yet say little about the scale of State-wise deforestation, its impact on
biodiversity and livelihoods, or the country’s preparedness for future environmental
challenges.

MoEFCC & a1i¥e Raté IsT aeitertor srisea (NAP) dUT REDD+ (faerraeiier geit # gt r
HeTS Ud deT &T0T W Blol dTel Scote] & ehall AT STelary EETOT & Halferey 31ferReret aet
arfafaferan) SiE ae-gaedTue ggdl I Seod Al 8, ﬁw—grma?ﬂﬁamé 3T ST
fafderar va srshfasait o wema, srerar stfasg &y giearoly gatfaat & fore ger it oarr &
forwar # a5 1 ST Feret el 8

The remedy is to have an Annual Environmental Survey of India (EnvSl): a unified

platform that aggregates evidence, conducts independent audits, issues actionable
assessments and grades performance.

SHHT AT R HT ATT¥ TATETOT FAETOT (EnvS|) §—Teh THT Uehlehel H ST TATOT 1
FATHRT X, TIAT AGT-TIET0T FeTTeid Y, FohdTeadel Q1T Hedichel Tecd L TUT e ele i

3Teholed Y|
EnvSI must provide an unsparing account of environmental reality — however uncomfortable.

EnvS| &l 9ATaRvia arecidendr &I f@saet 3R Tgse faaor g 1 a1ige, dre dg fohcar sif
JrgraETSters 4t = 8|

GS Paper IlI: Disaster Management 05 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

05J6 | Fire and furore

31T 31\ 3mehRrer
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Poor compliance and weak
enforcement have led to deaths in fires
l ndian cities rely on an economic ecosystem

in which businesses often operate beyond

the approved limits while enforcement re-
mains sporadic. A fire per se is not odd, but a slew
of deadly fires in urban areas, from the Uphaar
Cinema fire in 1997 to the Arpora nightclub fire in
2025, has involved the same vulnerabilities: over-
crowding, blocked escape routes, unapproved
modifications to interior spaces, poor com-
pliance, and weak enforcement. Prior inquiries,
court rulings, and promises of reform have not
prevented similar safety failures from recurring.
Many of the victims of the B&B fire in Delhi on
June 3 were medical tourists, lodged there due to
the proximity to South Delhi’s hospitals. Many
were also infirm and could not act quickly to es-
cape heat or suffocation — a situation that likely
prevailed in the ICU fire at a Muzaffarpur hospital
on June 4, which claimed four lives, including
two elderly individuals. According to the Delhi
Fire Services and the Municipal Corporation, the
B&B lacked a fire department clearance, violated
fire safety norms, and had more than thrice as
many rooms as allowed for B&Bs. These bodies
are also answerable to how the facility operated
in this way, especially since the Delhi High Court
had directed the municipality in January to audit
the city’s hospitality hubs. The building had been
rebuilt in 2013 and reportedly exploited land-use
exemptions to bypass municipal bylaws that re-
quired wider roads for fire tenders.

The tolerance of hazardous conditions with a
high fire risk persists because cost-cutting enti-
ties, whether establishments or governments,
overlook the value of safety measures when there
is no fire, even if the measures prevented a fire.
The state must inculcate fire safety using princi-
pled inspections, incentives, and sanctions, and
sustain a culture in urban centres to practise it as
a matter of course. Local authorities often blame
owners for ‘clandestine’ modifications; the Delhi
police have charged the B&B’s owner with culpa-
ble homicide not amounting to murder. But the
implication that long-standing negligence was
the distal cause must extend to the absence of en-
forcement. The particular charge also results in-
consistently in convictions, undermining the pe-
nal system’s ability to deter such incidents. The
misuse of provisions for B&Bs finally points to fai-
lures that the Tourism Department should inves-
tigate; the city’s decision to rescind them is not
adequate as an answer. Political blame-games are
a red herring: a deadly fire is a product of the in-
cidental causes on that day and systemic factors
that preserved the risk. In the same vein, the go-
vernment’s response must encompass these fac-
tors or they may amount, once more, to little.

05J6. Fire and furore
3T 3 3ThYer

e Poor compliance and weak enforcement have led to
deaths in fires.

memmaa%wwmﬁﬁmaﬁﬁamﬁ
AL ST

e Afire per seis not odd, but a slew of deadly fires in urban
areas, from the Uphaar Cinema fire in 1997 to the Arpora
nightclub fire in 2025, has involved the same vulnerabilities:
overcrowding, blocked escape routes, unapproved modifications to
interior spaces, poor compliance, and weak enforcement.

T H T ST IS HAHY T 71 &, fohg a¥ 1997 T 3UER
RAAAT FTAFE T IR IV 2025 &7 I9IRT ATSeTFaI FTAHIS dh BT
81 1 §$ 3Fleh Tcieh 31T Y TreAI3l & AN FHASNAT Fors el
e—3rcafts a3, sravctr folenrd AT, AR G et
aRecia, T2 1 3T 3HeTdTeleT TUT HHAGR T |

e Prior inquiries, court rulings, and promises of reform have
not prevented similar safety failures from recurring.

qd 1 Sirat, Fararerat & fAoTat U GURT & AT & Srace o
T faheranait T gerrg et Y AehT AT ST et &

e According to the Delhi Fire Services and the Municipal
Corporation, the B&B lacked a fire department clearance, violated
fire safety norms, and had more than thrice as many rooms as
allowed for B&Bs.

feeelt arfFerersrer Fam 3R AIR f9H & 3ER, SFT N s A & I 9
11T TeamaT hr Tliepfcr w1ET oY, 3T JHToeT FIAT AIeTHI T
SeoltleT fehdT AT YT 3TH o s &t & AT 3e1ad §&aT A ieT I+
3R e |

e These bodies are also answerable to how the facility
operated in this way, especially since the Delhi High Court had
directed the municipality in January to audit the city’s hospitality
hubs.

3 FEUTE 50 a1 & fow off saverd § 6 78 giaen 50 yehr dafard
FI I W, [AvR da STafF fEed 3Ta AR & STadl 7 JIR
faTe oY QR & INTALT Fgl T AW-INeToT e 7 fAder feam am|

GS Paper Ill: Internal Security 05 June 2026
TOPICS COVERED
05J6 | New-age fraud: ‘trust is being weaponised in the digital era’

v a7 Y @ ‘Rived o Rreard #Y gRAR g o @
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New-age fraud: ‘trust is being
weaponised in the digital era’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

At a time when Al-generat-
ed deepfakes, digital ar-
rests, cyber-enabled finan-
cial frauds and
crypto-powered crime net-
works have become in-
creasingly sophisticated,
combating these next gen-
eration of fraud would re-
quire a fundamental shift
towards advanced forensic
technologies, real-time in-
telligence sharing and
stronger collaboration bet-
ween regulators, business-
es and law enforcement
agencies said experts at the
FICCI Conference on Next-
Gen Forensics: The New
Age of Fraud Investigation.

Brijesh Singh, IPS, Prin-
cipal Secretary, Govern-
ment of Maharashtra, said
cybercrime has evolved in-
to a highly organised and
industrialised ecosystem

p’ . nCcaN y
o

Brn .
Too fast: Entire chain from data acquisition to money movement
via crypto networks can be completed in under 30 minutes.

where specialised actors
perform functions ranging
from data theft and identi-
ty creation to mule net-
works, deepfake genera-
tion and crypto-enabled
money laundering.
“Today, fraud has be-
come an industrial-scale
enterprise. By the time the
first call reaches a victim,
fraudsters may already

~ XN

know their personal de-
tails, behavioural patterns
and psychological vulnera-
bilities. The entire chain,
from data acquisition to
money movement through
crypto networks an be
completed in less than 30
minutes, making tradition-
al investigative approaches
increasingly ineffective,”
said Mr. Singh.

He said rise of Al, deep-
fakes and digital evidence
needed complete shift in
probing methodologies.

“Trust is being weapo-
nised in the digital era.
With voice cloning, deep-
fake technologies and
fraud-as-a-service  plat-
forms becoming easily ac-
cessible, investigators
need integrated forensic
platforms, real-time intelli-
gence sharing and new evi-
dentiary frameworks to ef-
fectively detect, investigate
and prosecute digital
crimes,” he added.

Govindayapalli Ram Mo-
han Rao, ED, Market Inter-
mediaries Regulation and
Supervision Department,
SEBI, stated market regula-
tor’s efforts to strengthen
investor protection and
digital trust via technology-
driven governance steps is
the cornerstone of capital
markets.

05J. New-age fraud: ‘trust is being weaponised in the digital era’

T ar Y AT ‘Bied o 7 fearw FY eR¥aw q@rn s wEr

¢ At atime when Al-generated deepfakes, digital arrests, cyber-enabled financial frauds

and crypto-powered crime networks have become increasingly sophisticated, combating
these next generation of fraud would require a fundamental shift towards advanced
forensic technologies, real-time intelligence sharing and stronger collaboration between
regulators, businesses and law enforcement agencies said experts at the FICCI
Conference on Next-Gen Forensics: The New Age of Fraud Investigation.

W AT H 519 Al-Sifad v, Bforea MReraiar, agax-gars R arares) 39k e
HATford TR Acad oHITaR T8 TSR &1 7T 8, 7 3 o8 N Fr eamest & fges &
T 3ea1d SRIAF aFeiiat, RIer-csa sefaw wre e gur e, saaarat 3R Fregr
Yade TA TRl & STl FoTd FEAaT Y faRmm 7 Teh Fifereh seelta & 3raegena g1et, TAT FICCI
FIH IHTeT AFEC-TAUT BRIVFH: & 7 TS 3T $is sraTecareret 7 Al o &gl
Brijesh Singh, IPS, Principal Secretary, Government of Maharashtra, said cybercrime has
evolved into a highly organised and industrialised ecosystem where specialised actors

perform functions ranging from data theft and identity creation to mule networks,
deepfake generation and crypto-enabled money laundering.

o fE, IPS, werrer 6f, AgRISE AXHR & gl foh AISaT HA Teh 3 Teeh Farfod 3R
et aRTEAferhr o # Taehfad g1 AT §, STel [aidhd dea 3eT @Rt 3R ggam fasor &
A FA Acah, Saiha fAATOr FuT fFee)-ware At Afffeser oo S arfafafRar dfod #d &
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e ‘“Today, fraud has become an industrial-scale enterprise. By the time the first call reaches a
victim, fraudsters may already know their personal details, behavioural patterns and
psychological vulnerabilities. The entire chain, from data acquisition to money
movement through crypto networks can be completed in less than 30 minutes, making
traditional investigative approaches increasingly ineffective,” said Mr. Singh.

“ITS, ENETErS Ueh 3ANTAF TR FT FRAR o1 T &1 ST ofoh Tgell il ol NS T
qga?n%, 9 d &1 3% fFaera Aavor, sgagiie teet 3R Aaaafas saai@i s aR &
STTeT T & Tl &1 21 ey & S free) eards & ATEH ¥ e & EREATaROT A B Ol e
30 feTe & o7 o |oT 3 I T T FahclT &, Foredt aRaRe S aefat Sema R 3rsd gl
ST IET R, A Rig o e

e  “Trust is being weaponised in the digital era. With voice cloning, deepfake technologies
and fraud-as-a-service platforms becoming easily accessible, investigators need

integrated forensic platforms, real-time intelligence sharing and new evidentiary
frameworks to effectively detect, investigate and prosecute digital crimes,” he added.

“TeToteer o1 # faeary 1 §TAAR S=11am ST 3T &1 a1y Felfaiar, St daseiil 3N HIs-UA-TU-
AT CATHIFH & AT T ST Blod & HRUT, SITAhATIHT I ThIpd BRIAH caehie, R
TIEH SIS TTSAT FIat Y SHTTYT TAUT AT WIEATHS STa1 Sl ITTRIHT & dlfeh 3fotee
3TORTET ST ST ST A TAT o3I STT Feh, Sofehl STiel shT ST Hehv X ITORTTEAT TR HeherAT Tearar
ST Heh,” 3egiel 3Tl gl

e Govindayapalli Ram Mohan Rao, ED, Market Intermediaries Regulation and
Supervision Department, SEBI, stated market regulator’s efforts to strengthen investor
protection and digital trust via technology-driven governance steps is the cornerstone of
capital markets.

MiAETATIE W Aiget T@, ED, Ahe eTAZalier Yrerer vs gaxfasre fasmr, SEBI, 7 wer
T fordreres wator 3K B frearr & A a3 & fow wiq@fadr-amenfa amerer sura &
AEIH W TSR @A & 92 Geft arary v 3meriver 8|
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TOPICS COVERED

05J6 | Robin Hood’ burglar, who funded charity with stolen gold, lands in prison
=R R T e § R Frat F Radfa wt@ arer AR g3 9 S gg

‘Robin Hood’ burglar, who funded charity with stolen gold, lands in prison

Double life of Vikas Singh Takoor unravels after the latest break-in at a house in Telangana’s Vikarabad; the accused told police during interrogation that he had committed
27 burglaries since coming out of jail in 2024 and had stolen huge quantities of gold ornaments, silver; and cash, which were used to run an NGO that helped schoolchildren

AT ——
The Hindu Bureau Nagar Colony in near Vikarabad railway part of the proceeds on air | who allegedly encouraged
JLLUSTRATION: HYDERABAD Vikarabad, where gold station. travel, luxury hotel stays him to continue
SOUMYADIP SINHA ornaments weighing 15 During interrogation, and leisure trips. He also committing burglaries and
o the residents of grams and ¥2.1lakh in the accused allegedly allegedly created a provided advance money
T his native village in | cash were stolenonMay 1. | confessed to a staggering charitable image in his whenever he faced
Uttar Pradesh, Posing as a daily wage 27 burglaries committed native village through an financial difficulties.
Vikas Singh Takoor was a labourer by day to scout since his release from NGO called ‘Helping Investigators further
generous benefactor — the | for locked houses, the prison in June 2024 across | Hands’, distributing alleged that when the
man behind the NGO accused allegedly used the | Vikarabad, Medak, school bags and accused considered giving
‘Helping Hands’ who massive proceeds from Cyberabad and Malkajgiri | notebooks tostudentsand | up crime, the traders
distributed school bags to dozens of ni; -ate limits. sponsoring trips for collectively gave him
children and sponsored burglaries to fund alavish Pohce said he admitted to friends to Chennai, Goa, ¥40,000 and encouraged
luxury vacations for his lifestyle of air travel, stealing 1.57 kg gold, 2.56 Vijayawada, him to purchase an illegal
friends. But to the luxury hotels, and his kg silver, and ¥8.22 lakh in Vlsakhapatnam firearm.
Telangana Police, he local charitable activities. cash. igators said han and A 5 mm pistol and the
was one of the State’s Vikarabad Superintendent | Takoor began committing Dehradun said the SP. stolen gold ornaments
most prolific and elusive of Police Sneha Mehra burglaries at the age of 16 The investigation also have been recovered.
P burglars. revealed that a special and had already been uncovered the “The accused now faces
The dramatic double team tracked down arrested in 34 cases involvement of four gold a total of 61 criminal cases,
life of Takoor, alias Teja Takoor through a earlier. With the latest traders from Sultanpur including 34 previous
Singh, came crashing combination of technical confessions, the number district in Uttar Pradesh. cases and 27 offences he
down following evidence, surveillance of cases linked to him has Police said the accused confessed to committing
investigation into a recent inputs, and CCTV footage, | risen to 61. sold stolen gold through after his release from
break-in at Manikanta finally apprehending him “The accused spent his mother to the traders, prison,” the officer added.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Road, Gorakhpur

Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

05J6. ‘Robin Hood’ burglar, who funded charity with stolen gold, lands in
prison

mmwm#mmaﬁmﬁamm‘ﬁﬁagwmﬁm

e Posing as a daily wage labourer by day to scout for locked houses, the accused allegedly
used the massive proceeds from dozens of night-time burglaries to fund a lavish lifestyle of air
travel, luxury hotels, and his local charitable activities.

IR e 31 v ASIqy Se7a 9g e 1 Ferer YT AT 3R AT &9 § I 3 &1 71 Gorelt
MRIT T UTCT T ST 3YANTT gaTS AT, 3TN et 3R T gsR sifafafaat «w
AT AT|

e “The accused spent part of the proceeds on air travel, luxury hotel stays and leisure trips.”
IR & T T UTCT €T T Tep TR aATE ATAT3HT, 3o gl # g AT HAR ST A3
R frar”

e “He also allegedly created a charitable image in his native village through an NGO called
‘Helping Hands’, distributing school bags and notebooks to students and sponsoring trips for
friends to Chennai, Goa, Vijayawada, Visakhapatnam, Bengaluru, Rajasthan and
Dehradun,” said the SP.

i 3TefleTeh = hel, “38e1 AT &9 & ST §3& AT TS oh ACIH § 3791 911q 7
IR BT TaATS, STHT I Thol 971 AR Ategeh TR fohw FauT 3=t A=t iy det$, aar,
fasraarst, framarades, darere, TeeuTe 3R SEGe I T YRS fhar|”
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