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Firefighting drill: A Canadair CL-415 aircraft drops 
water during a demonstration at the launch of France‘s 
national wildfire prevention campaign in Nîmes, 
southern France, on Thursday. 
 
 
 

 

05J6. Former LS Secretary General 

Subhash Kashyap passes away 

                                        

 Former Lok Sabha Secretary General and 
constitutional expert Subhash C. Kashyap passed 

away on Thursday after prolonged illness. 

                                                 . 
                                                  

 He was 97. 

   97            
 Mr. Kashyap was part of the high-level 

committee headed by former President Ram Nath 
Kovind to prepare a legal framework on simultaneous 
elections. 

                                                  
                         ,        ठ               

(Simultaneous Elections)                                
                  

 Author of over 100 books, he served as the 
Secretary General of Lok Sabha from 1983 to 1990. 

100                                   1983    1990 

                                      
 He served Parliament for over 37 years from 

the time of Jawaharlal Nehru‟s first Lok Sabha to the 
9th Lok Sabha. 

                                                 
          37                                     

 Born in 1929 in a family of freedom fighters in 
Bijnor in the then United Provinces (now Uttar 
Pradesh), he actively took part in the struggle for 

Independence as a teenager. 

         1929                              (       

        )                                                 औ                                  
                               

 He received his higher education and professional training at Allahabad, New Delhi, 
Washington DC, London and Geneva. 

                                                 ,         ,            .  .,          
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 He was also awarded the Padma Bhushan. 

                                         
 

 

05J6. QUIZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

05J6.Maruti Suzuki unveils „India‟s first‟ flex-fuel car 
                „            ‟      -                        

 Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. unveiled ‗India‘s first‘ flex-fuel car giving flexibility to clients 
to operate on any blend of ethanol and petrol from E20 to E100. 

                                ‗            ‘      -                       ,             
E20    E100           औ                                                              
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05J6.Acclaimed Iranian-French cartoonist, filmmaker Marjane Satrapi dies at 56 

            -                 ,                                56                    

 Acclaimed Iranian-French cartoonist and filmmaker Marjane Satrapi, a prominent advocate 
for women‟s rights and author of Persepolis, has died at 56, the French presidency said on 

Thursday. 

            -                  औ                             ,                          

      औ  Persepolis              ,    56                          ,                         

                  

05J6. French Open: Errani-Vavassori pair 

retains mixed doubles title 

     ओ  :      -                            

                 

 Italy‘s Sara Errani and Andrea Vavassori retained 
the French Open mixed doubles title on Thursday, 
defeating American Evan King and Canadian Gabriela 
Dabrowski 4-6, 6-3, [10-4]. 

                    औ                                  ओ   

                                                      औ  
                             4-6, 6-3, [10-4]           

 The duo is the first to defend the title since Ivan 
Dodig and Latisha Chan (2018, 2019). 

                    औ            (2018, 2019)           

                                                     
 It was the pair‘s fourth mixed doubles trophy in the last seven Slams. 

                                                              

GS Paper II: Polity 05 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05J6 Draft SC rules prohibit use of AI for judicial outcomes, witness profiling 

                                           औ                               
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05J6. Draft SC rules prohibit use of AI for judicial outcomes, witness profiling 

                                           औ                               
                      

 Prohibiting the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to determine judicial outcomes, the 
Supreme Court AI Committee has proposed draft regulations that bar AI-assisted 
sentencing without mandatory human oversight, prevent AI systems from profiling parties or 
witnesses, and disallow the use of “opaque” or “unexplainable” AI systems in any court 

process. 

                                                (AI)                                 

                                                   ,                                   
   -                                          ,                                            
                            “     ” (Opaque)      “        ” (Unexplainable)   ई 

                                      
 The proposed regulations come amid concerns expressed by the top court in recent months 

over the growing reliance on AI by courts in rendering judgments. 

                                                                                            
                                               ठ                     

 In March, a Bench headed by Justice P.S. Narasimha chided a trial court for relying on non-
existent judgments generated with the help of AI, observing that it was not merely “an error 
in decision-making” but amounted to judicial “misconduct”. 
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                    .  .                          ठ      ई                              

                                                       ई    औ                    

“                  ”                  “      ”             
 The preliminary draft of the „Regulations for Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Courts, 

2026‟, made public on Wednesday, underlines that AI systems used in court processes must 
“function solely in an assistive capacity” and remain “strictly subservient to human 
judgment and judicial authority”. 

                          „                           (AI)                     , 2026‟    
                                                                 ई          “           

      ”               औ  “                                       ”        
 The committee, chaired by Justice P.S. Narasimha and comprising Justices Sanjeev 

Sachdeva, Raja Vijayaraghavan V., Anoop Chitkara and Suraj Govindaraj, has invited 

comments and suggestions from stakeholders as well as members of the public on the draft 
regulations before they are finalised. 

            .  .                             ,                             ,      
            .,                                         ,                                     
         औ                                               

 The deadline for submitting responses is June 20. 

                                   20                  ई     
 Under the draft regulations, the processing of personal data through AI systems shall be 

governed by the provisions of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023. 

                         ई                                                       

                          , 2023                                      
 This includes assessing flight risk, predicting recidivism, evaluating bail eligibility, or 

determining the credibility of parties or witnesses. 

                         ,                           ,                        ,             
औ                                           

 It also bars authorities from using AI systems for the surveillance or continuous monitoring of 
judicial officers, advocates, litigants and other stakeholders, “except as may be specifically 
authorised by applicable law for the time being in force”. 

                   ,          ,                                       (Surveillance) 

                          ई                                       ,                     
                                                      ई     

„Apex body‟ 

„          ‟ 

 To supervise the adoption of AI in the judiciary and steer standard-setting and policy 
development, the draft regulations propose the creation of a full-time “apex body” at the 
Supreme Court. 

                ई                                                                        
                                                “          ”     ठ                    

 The apex body, it recommends, would comprise two Supreme Court judges nominated by 
the Chief Justice of India (CJI), one of whom shall serve as the ex-officio chairperson. 

                                                         (CJI)                      

                     ,                       (Ex-officio Chairperson)                      
 It would also include two High Court Chief Justices and two High Court judges nominated 

by the CJI. 
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                                                                               ,       
                                      

 One member from an institution of national importance or any institution of repute, as 

nominated by the CJI, would also be part of the body. 

                                     ठ                                                 
                        

 An officer not below the rank of Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, a finance expert, and a cybersecurity expert nominated by the 

CJI would also be included, among others. 

                                                                                       

       ,              ,                                                                 

               

GS Paper II: Governance 05 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05J6 Minorities enjoy full freedom in India, are able to practise their faith: Rijiju 

                                          ,                                   :        
05J6 Data hygiene 
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05J6.  Minorities enjoy full freedom in India, are able to practise their faith: 

Rijiju 

                                          ,                                   :        

 But he said that details of nearly 45% of Waqf properties are yet to be uploaded on the 
UMEED portal and that issues on scholarship remain unresolved. 

                         45%                             UMEED                     
                                                            ई     
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 UMEED is a centralised digital platform for real-time uploading, verification, and 
monitoring of Waqf properties. 

UMEED                    -             ,        औ                  

                       
 It was launched on June 6, 2025, with an initial six-month 

deadline to register around nine lakh properties spread across India. 

    6     2025                      औ                                

                                               -                  ई     

„Labour-heavy process‟ 

„         -         ‟ 

  ―We are continuously organising workshops and sessions to help 
Mutawallis register the Waqf properties.‖ 

―                                                                   

                  औ                            ‖ 

05J6. Data hygiene 

            

 It is disturbing that some Census 2027 enumerators in States 
such as Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh are facing issues for extremely 

unusual reasons. 

                          औ                                    2027 

     (Enumerators)                                                
    

 In these two States where the first phase of the Census — 
Houselisting and Housing Census (HLO) — is under way, they have 

been advised to ―revisit households and correct the data discrepancies‖ 
and ―not to select options that may show the government in a poor light‖. 

                ,                        —    -                 

       (HLO) —          ,          ―                                 
  ई  ई                     ‖     ―                        ‖            
 ई                                                 

 Reverification is a legitimate part of any study or survey but this 

must be done to reflect reality accurately, not to manage perceptions. 

            (Reverification)                                       , 
                                                                  ,      

                       
 In Rajasthan, the issue arises from a circular of the Director of Census Operations to 

district-level officials regarding discrepancies identified in field data. 

                                                                                        
            ,                        ई  ई                                 

 Apparently, the objective is to ensure that data are accurately recorded, using appropriate 
options in the questionnaire. 
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 However, in some cases, enumerators have been told to record data based on assumptions. 

       ,                                                                            
 For example, if some households do not have toilets, enumerators have been told to check 

whether toilets are available nearby, on the basis of which the entry can be changed from 
―open defecation‖ to ―[having] access to latrine‖. 

             ,                                      ,                                           

                         ,                         ―           ‖          ―          

           ‖                  
 In Uttar Pradesh, the message seems to be not to present facts as they are, raising concerns 

about data integrity and reliability for a crucial and sensitive exercise. 

                                                                                  ,       
            औ                                                                            

         
 The present episode brings to the fore the efficacy of programmes such as the country‘s long-

running campaign against open defecation. 

                                                                                        
                            

 For administrative purposes, including funding, it is reasonable to classify cities and villages 
on the basis of certain parameters as Open Defecation Free (ODF), ODF Plus and ODF 
Plus Model. 

               ,                          ,             औ                                
ओ               (ODF), ODF         ODF                                        

 It is the responsibility of policymakers to ensure that Census data are accurate and credible. 

       -                                                                     औ           

    
 They must also sensitise people to provide correct information, as public policies and 

welfare schemes are formulated on the basis of these data and ultimately benefit them. 

                                                             ,                        औ  
                                            ई         औ                                  

 It should not only be conscious of the financial outlay involved — about ₹11,718 crore for the 

entire country — but also of the need to make reliable data publicly available for purposes 
such as targeted and inclusive policymaking. 

                                    —                      ₹11,718      —                 
     ,                           -                                                      

                                                
 The government should send a clear message that data sanitisation must not be undertaken 

under the guise of re-verification. 

                                                         (Data Sanitisation)                

                                

 An ODF Plus village is defined as a village which sustain its Open Defecation Free (ODF) 
Status, ensures solid and liquid waste management and is visually clean. There are 3 

progressive stages of ODF Plus villages: 

 ODF Plus Aspiring: A Village which is sustaining its ODF status and has arrangements for 

Solid Waste Management OR Liquid Waste Management 

 ODF Plus Rising: A village which is sustaining its ODF status and has arrangements for 
BOTH Solid Waste Management and Liquid Waste Management 

 ODF Plus Model: A village which is sustaining its ODF status and has arrangements for both 
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Solid Waste Management and Liquid Waste Management; observes visual cleanliness, i.e., 
minimal litter, minimal stagnant wastewater, no plastic waste dump in public places; and 

displays ODF Plus Information, Education & Communication (IEC) messages 

 
 

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 05 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05J6 Energy tie-up tops bilateral agenda as Modi meets Delcy  

     औ                                                                   
05J6 BRICS experts discuss asset recovery challenges 

                                                           
05J6 Mali bans the use of motorcycles outside major cities, urban areas 

                  औ                                                         
05J6 Chinese spies pose as recruiters to glean state secrets, warn agencies 

                                             ओ                                 , 

                      
05J6 „Sudan, DR Congo, Colombia top in neglected displacement crises‟ 

„     ,            औ                                                  ‟ 
05J6 How ISWAP emerged as the dominant jihadist force in Africa‟s Lake Chad basin 

                           ISWAP                                 
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05J6. Energy tie-up tops bilateral agenda as Modi meets Delcy 

     औ                                                                    

India–Venezuela Partnership and Global South Cooperation 

    –                   औ                    

 India‘s partnership with Venezuela is of “immense importance” for the Global South, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Thursday, welcoming Delcy Rodriguez, the Acting 
President of Venezuela, even as the South American country called “energy security” a 

fundamental pillar of the bilateral relationship. 

                                                                          “            (Global 

South)”                                                                                       

    ,                          “          ”                                             
 The leader, who arrived here on Wednesday, is on a five-day visit. 

                                                      
 ―We had extensive discussions on expanding our cooperation in energy, critical minerals, 

technology, agriculture, health and people-to-people ties.‖ 

―         ,               ,          ,     ,              -  -                            
                 ‖ 

 Ms. Rodriguez, who was accompanied by Ministers of Economy, Foreign Affairs, Science 
and Technology, and Transport and Communications, conducted a “comprehensive 
review of the mutual cooperation map”, the press note said. 

                    ,          ,            ,                    ,                      
                                 “                                          ”     

 

05J6. BRICS experts discuss asset recovery 
challenges 

                                                       
    

 The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on June 2 organised 
the inaugural meeting of the BRICS Expert Network on Asset 
Recovery, marking a significant milestone within the Anti-
Corruption Working Group under India‟s 2026 BRICS 
Presidency, the agency said on Thursday. 

               (ED)    2                                       

       (BRICS Expert Network on Asset Recovery)           

  ठ           ,            2026                       

       -               (Anti-Corruption Working Group)       

                                                      
 The Chair called for stricter alignment with the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

guidance for asset recovery and inter-agency cooperation. 

                                                        (Inter-Agency Cooperation)    
                              (FATF)                                                      
            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
3 

05J6. Mali bans the use of motorcycles outside 
major cities, urban areas 

                  औ                                   
                      

 Mali has banned the use of motorcycles with engines of 
125 cc or above outside of major cities and urban locales as 
the country battles a jihadist insurgency, according to a 

government order. 

         125                                                 

     औ                                               ,           

                                                                 
    

 Motorcycles are the preferred means of transport for 
jihadist groups in Mali, which has been plunged into a security crisis. 

            ,                                                      ,                           
            

05J6. Chinese spies pose as recruiters to glean 
state secrets, warn agencies 

                                             ओ     
                            ,                       

 Chinese spies are posing as job recruiters to trick staff 
in western governments into disclosing sensitive information, 
the Five Eyes alliance of security agencies has warned. 

           ,              ओ                                   
                                                                  , 
                                                                 
 

05J6. „Sudan, DR Congo, Colombia top in 
neglected displacement crises‟ 

„     ,            औ                          

                        ‟ 

 Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Colombia top the list of the world‘s most neglected 
displacement crises, Norwegian Refugee Council, a 
prominent Norwegian aid group said on Thursday, noting 
that nationalism and rearmament campaigns grabbed 

attention in wealthy countries. 

      ,                   ऑ        औ                     
                                                             

                        ,                            
        ,                      ठ                         

                      औ                                  
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05J6. How ISWAP emerged as the dominant jihadist force in Africa‟s Lake 
Chad basin 

                           ISWAP                                 

 The Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) steadily eclipsed Boko Haram to become 

the most powerful militant organisation in the region; with a structured command system and 
strong territorial presence, what began as a local insurgency in Nigeria is now one of Africa‘s 
major transnational security threats. 

                               (ISWAP)        -                                             
                   ठ                         ;     ठ              औ              



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
5 

              ,                                                    ,                     

                                          
 A joint operation by Nigerian forces and U.S. African Command that killed 175 Islamic 

militants has drawn attention to the complex security situation in Lake Chad basin. 

                औ                                      ,       175                      , 

                                                                
 According to the UNICEF, between 2014 and 2016, nearly 20% of Boko Haram‘s suicide 

bombers were children, three quarters of whom were girls. 

                  , 2014    2016                          20%                       , 
            -    ई              

 Amid growing disagreements, ISIS appointed Abu Musab-Al-Barnawi as the head of its 

West African affiliate, sidelining Shekau. 

                    ISIS             -  -                                     ठ          

           ,                                    
 In response Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and Benin have formed the Multinational 

Joint Task Force to coordinate counter-terrorism efforts. 

                       ,      ,    ,       औ                  -                         
                              ठ           

 They leveraged the porous borders between Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon as well as 
gaps in regional security cooperation to operate across national boundaries. 

                 ,      ,     औ                                                          
              ठ                                                          

 

 The Lake Chad is freshwater lakes.  

 The basin is shared by four main countries: Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon.  
 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 05 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05J6 Centre‟s investment body flagged Nicobar port as lacking in „strategic goals‟ 

                                          „            ‟                
05J6 India, U.K. launch observatory to expand critical minerals partnership  

     औ                                                 ऑ                     
05J6 House Committee cites CAG report, pulls up govt. over skilling programme 

                                                                                   
      

05J6 India to drop capital gains tax for foreign investors in govt. bonds 
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05J6.  Centre‟s investment body flagged 
Nicobar port as lacking in „strategic 

goals‟ 

                                          
„            ‟                

Great Nicobar Project and Strategic Status 

                     औ              

 The Public Investment Board (PIB), a 
Finance Ministry body that appraises large public 
investments, had in August 2024 termed the 
proposed International Container Transhipment 
Port (ICTP) at Galathea Bay in Great Nicobar 
Island as lacking in “strategic objectives”. 

               (PIB),                              
औ                                         ,         

2024                                                

                                  (ICTP)    “       

       ”                   
 Following the August meeting, it had 

advised the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways (MoPSW) to include a strategic case in 

its proposal. 

          ठ        ,         ,                
              (MoPSW)                         

औ                               
 The PIB‘s view surfaces in records of 

meetings held on March 17 and 19, 2026, by 
another Finance Ministry body — the Public-
Private Partnership Appraisal Committee 
(PPPAC) — tasked with vetting project proposals 
worth ₹500 crore and above involving a partnership 

with private players. 

PIB            17 औ  19      2026           

  ठ                          ,                     
                  -                          

      (PPPAC)                  ,            
₹500                                   -     

                                           
 The proposal, sponsored by the MoPSW with Kamarajar Port Limited (KPL) in Chennai as 

the implementing agency, sought PPPAC clearance to build the port in two phases and, 
crucially, approval for ₹12,230 crore as Viability Gap Funding (VGF) to make the 

commercially marginal project bankable. 

        ,      MoPSW                                                            (KPL) 

                  ,                                   औ                                  
           ₹12,230                              (VGF)                                   PPPAC 
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 The ICTP is a significant component of the much bigger Great Nicobar Island Development 
Project and is a Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) initiative, with the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands Integrated Development Corporation Limited (ANIIDCO) as the proponent of the 

overall project and holder of environmental clearance. 

ICTP,                                                             औ                

(MHA)             ,                                                              

(ANIIDCO)                                                   
 The 2021 documents that conceived the Great Nicobar programme and the January 2023 

Expression of Interest for the port described it as a means of capturing transhipment 
cargo currently routed through Colombo, Singapore, and Port Klang, with the government 
estimating annual foreign exchange savings of about $200 million, cumulatively reaching 
around $1 billion by 2047. 

2021                                                          2023                    

(Expression of Interest)                        ,          औ                                  
                                                                                         
            200                                    2047         1                
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05J6. India, U.K. launch observatory to expand critical minerals partnership 

     औ                                                 ऑ                     

 Seeking to expand cooperation and technology-sharing in the realm of critical minerals, 
India and the United Kingdom on Thursday formally launched the Critical Minerals Global 
Supply Chain Observatory (GSCO). 

               (Critical Minerals)                 औ                                       
               औ                               औ                                       

    ऑ        (GSCO)              
 The observatory was first announced during U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer‟s visit to 

India in October last year with an objective to “expand mineral coverage, further integrate 
advanced technologies and unlock new bilateral investment opportunities”. 
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          ई   ,              “                         ,                     औ       

                                               ”     
 The platform — to be jointly operated by India‘s Technology Innovation in Exploration & 

Mining Foundation (TEXMiN), Indian Institute of Technology (ISM) Dhanbad and U.K.‘s 
University of Cambridge — will institute a data-driven platform to monitor and analyse 

global critical mineral supply chains. 

                                                                    (TEXMiN),        

                 (      )                                                          
                   औ                                                                     

    -                         
 In a social media post, Union Minister for Mines and Minerals G. Kishan Reddy wrote, 

―This is a major step towards strengthening critical mineral supply chains, supporting clean 
energy transitions, and building resilient global supply chains through the India–U.K. 

partnership.‖ 

                                                    .                   , ―                 

            ओ              ,                                       –                  
                                  ओ                                          ‖ 

Minister meets official 

                             

 Mr. Jaishankar said both sides “reviewed ongoing progress in our cooperation focusing 
on trade, technology, supply chains, defence, climate, education and people-to-people 
ties.” 

                                “      ,          ,             ओ ,    ,       ,      औ  
  -  -                                             ” 

 ―Also spoke about new opportunities in clean energy, AI and critical minerals.‖ 

―                     ,                (AI)                                              
 ई ‖ 

 The two sides also exchanged views on global developments including in Ukraine, West 
Asia and the Indo-Pacific. 

                 ,                     -                                                    
    -           

 Ms. Cooper emphasised greater access to critical minerals and improved information-
sharing would be mutually beneficial to both countries. 

                                                               औ             -        

                                              
 According to the announcement readout, Ms. Cooper stated the observatory could also serve 

“as a foundation for broader cooperation across the critical minerals sector and 
related strategic industries.” 

                                 ,                                 “                      
                                                                               ” 
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05J6.  House Committee cites CAG 

report, pulls up govt. over skilling 
programme 

                                      
                                    
               

 Parliament‟s Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC), headed by senior 
Congress leader K.C. Venugopal, pulled up 

the government over its flagship skilling 
programme, the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY). 

    ठ               .  .                     
                            (PAC)          
                                       

            (PMKVY)                  
           

 Citing the audit report tabled by the 
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), 

the panel said the scheme disproportionately 
focused on skilling for jobs with low demand, 
such as retail. 

                                 (CAG)    
    -                                        
                                           
                                          

                       
 The PMKVY is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE), launched in July 2015 with the objective of enabling a large 
number of youths to take up industry-relevant skill training. 

PMKVY,                               (MSDE)                 ,            2015        
                        -                                                             

 Citing the findings of the report, panel members noted during the deliberations that there was 
a mismatch between training and demand. 

                                                          -                            औ  
                                        

 They said the skilling efforts were heavily focused on sectors with low demand, such as 
apparel, electronics, and retail, which together accounted for 40% of trainees. 

                                            (Apparel),            औ                     

                      ,           40%                   
 In contrast, sectors such as food processing, which require more trained personnel, 

accounted for only 0.48% of trainees. 

           ,                                                      (Food 

Processing)             0.48%                               
 Similarly, only 3.8% of trainees were skilled for the tourism sector. 

        ,                       3.8%                                         



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

Lack of Planning 

            

 It was also pointed out that only 41% of trainees were placed. 

                             41%                                             
 

05J6. India to drop capital gains tax for foreign investors in govt. 

bonds 
                                                                

 India plans to scrap capital gains tax on foreign portfolio investments in 
government securities, which could help boost such inflows, a source familiar with the 

matter said on Thursday. 

                                                                    (Capital Gains Tax) 

                              ,                                          ,              
                                   

 Foreign investors are subject to a long-term capital gains tax of 12.5% on 
listed shares and bonds held longer than 12 months. 

                                 औ          ,       12                                , 
12.5%                          (Long-Term Capital Gains Tax)               

 A withholding tax of 20% they pay on interest earned in government bonds 

may also be removed, the source said. 

              ,                                                                   20% 

                (Withholding Tax)                      

GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 05 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

05J6 Union govt. to train BDOs in planning systems 

                               ओ               
05J6 Understanding SPF number on sunscreen lotion and how it is measured 

               SPF                औ                              
05J6 „Rural, urban India almost same in video watching‟ 

                      औ                     ‟ 
 

 

05J6.Union govt. to train BDOs in planning systems 

                                ओ               

 In an effort to strengthen grassroots governance, the Ministry of Rural Development is 
planning to train 2,000 Block Development Officers (BDOs), focusing the training on 
decentralised planning. 

                  (Grassroots Governance)                                         

       2,000                     (BDOs)                                  ,             

                       (Decentralised Planning)                
 The officers will be trained in the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and 

Management Information Systems (MIS), which have become crucial especially with the 
new rural employment law — Viksit Bharat–Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission. 
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                                    (GIS)                       (MIS)             
                ,                                      —            –           
                    —                                      

 Rural Development Secretary Rohit Kansal said that training modules such as this are 
aimed at strengthening the “last-mile delivery architecture”. 

                                                                        “             

                          (Last-Mile Delivery Architecture)”    औ                      

 

05J6. Understanding SPF number on sunscreen lotion and how it is measured 

                SPF                औ                              

 Sun Protection Factor (SPF), or SPF, is designed to measure protection against ultraviolet 
B (UVB) radiation, the part of sunlight primarily responsible for sunburns. 

                 (SPF)              -   (UVB)                                        

           ,                                                  (           )                     
    

 In standard testing, sunscreen is applied to the skin and researchers compare how much 
ultraviolet exposure is needed to produce redness, or erythema, on protected skin versus 
unprotected skin, says Katheeja Nasika, consultant dermatologist, Rela Hospital, Chennai. 

    ई                                                                    ,               
                             औ                                                         
                                                                                

 ―If an SPF is 30, theoretically the amount of UV exposure needed to cause minimal erythema 

on sunscreen-applied skin would be 30 times higher than on unprotected skin,‖ she explains. 

           , ―    SPF 30   ,                                                                 
             UV                                         30                ‖ 

What do SPF numbers mean? 

SPF      ओ               ? 

 According to K.R. Sharmatha, senior consultant dermatologist, SIMS Hospital, Chennai, 
SPF 30 blocks about 95-97% of UVB radiation, SPF 50 blocks roughly 97-98%, and SPF 80 
blocks close to 99%. 
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    ई    SIMS               ठ                              .  .                , SPF 30 

     95-97% UVB                   , SPF 50      97-98%             औ  SPF 80 

     99%                        
 While higher SPF provides somewhat greater protection, the difference between SPF 30 and 

SPF 50 is far smaller than most people imagine. 

           SPF                               ,       SPF 30 औ  SPF 50                
                                              

 A sunscreen‘s SPF value only measures protection against UVB radiation. 

               SPF          UVB                                    
 Pushpa Gnanaraj, senior consultant dermatologist, Apollo Speciality Hospitals, 

Vanagaram, Chennai, notes that UVA penetrates more deeply. 

    ई                                              ठ                                  
                   UVA                         ई                  

 UVA radiation is strongly linked to pigmentation, photoageing, wrinkles and loss of skin 
elasticity. 

UVA                                     ,          ,                                       ई 

                
 For this reason, experts emphasise that SPF alone should not determine sunscreen choice. 

                                             SPF                                         
       

 They recommend choosing a broad-spectrum sunscreen with PA+++ protection, which 
indicates protection against UVA rays as well as products that provide protection against both 
UVA and UVB radiation rather than focusing solely on the SPF number. 

   PA+++               -                                         ,    UVA                   
                                                                    UVA औ  UVB                
                    

 She recommends SPF 30 as a minimum, while SPF 50 or higher for outdoor sports, extended 
sun exposure, or individuals with photosensitive skin conditions. 

          SPF 30                   ,                         ,                              
    -                                                  SPF 50                           
    

Application matters 

                          

 Many tend to overlook correct application. 

                                                         
 Experts recommend applying sunscreen 15 to 20 minutes before sun exposure and ensuring 

that exposed areas such as the face, neck, hands and forearms are covered. 

                      15    20                                 ,     ,      औ                
                                             

 Reapplication is essential every two to three hours during outdoor exposure, especially after 
washing the face or if the product is not water-resistant. 

                                                                          ,                       
                        -              

 And for people working outdoors, and in sports, experts recommend waterproof 
formulations. 
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 High-SPF sunscreens also require regular reapplication because sunscreen do not block 
100% of UV radiation. 

    SPF                                                            ई           UV 

          100%                     
 A properly applied SPF 30 sunscreen may offer better protection than an SPF 100 product 

applied inadequately. 

                      SPF 30       ,                       SPF 100                   
                             

 The more important factors are choosing a broad-spectrum product, applying it correctly, 

and reapplying it regularly. 

                     —      -                        ,                           
                         

 Understanding SPF is less about finding the highest number and more about using 
sunscreen effectively and consistently. 

SPF                                            ,                                       

         

UVA Radiation 

 UVA rays have a longer wavelength and can penetrate deep into the skin. 

 They are present throughout the day and can even pass through clouds and window glass. 

 UVA rays are mainly responsible for: 
o Skin ageing and wrinkles 
o Loss of skin elasticity 
o Pigmentation and tanning 
o Long-term skin damage 

 UVA rays slowly age skin over time. 

UVB Radiation 

 UVB rays have a shorter wavelength and affect the outer layers of the skin. 

 They are strongest between about 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

 UVB rays are mainly responsible for: 
o Sunburn 
o Skin redness 
o DNA damage in skin cells 
o Increased risk of skin cancer 

 UVB rays burn skin when stay in the sun too long. 

SPF (Sun Protection Factor)  

 SPF (Sun Protection Factor) is a measure of how well a sunscreen protects the skin from UVB 
rays.  

 SPF 15 blocks about 93% of UVB rays. 
 SPF 30 blocks about 97% of UVB rays. 

 SPF 50 blocks about 98% of UVB rays. 
 Skin normally starts to burn after 10 minutes in the sun. With SPF 30 sunscreen, skin could 

theoretically stay about 30 times longer before burning. 
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05J6. „Rural, urban India almost same in video watching‟ 

„                      औ                     ‟ 

 India‘s transition into a video-first economy is no longer restricted to metropolitan cities as 
daily video consumption on Meta platforms is reaching 98% in cities and 94% in rural 
areas, according to a Meta-commissioned study by IPSOS. 

       -                                                                             
  ,                                                    98% औ                94%              
               IPSOS                  -                            

 The study, comprising over 4,000 participants across metro, tier-2 and 3 cities and rural 
India, found 97% of users consume video content daily, highlighting video content had 
become the primary source of digital engagement. 

     ,     -2 औ      -3                        4,000                                

                     97%                                               ,                 
                                                           

 Also, the study found Reels had become the primary destination for content, culture and 
influence with 89% of Gen-Z users engaging with it every day. 

                                      ,         औ                               ,      
89%    -                                   
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 Beauty, make-up, fashion, lifestyle, wellness, fitness, comedy, sports, and travel 

emerged as the most engaged genres. 

      ,    -  ,     ,          ,       ,       ,       ,     औ                          
                          

 Among it beauty, makeup, and fashion recorded the highest engagement with 52% of the 
users engaging in these genres followed by lifestyle, fitness, and wellness at 42%; 
comedy and humor at 39%; sports at 38%; and travel at 37%. 

           ,       औ                                   ,      52%                       
                            ,        औ            42%,        औ          39%,        38% 

            37%                  ई  
 The study emphasised the role of content creators in shaping storytelling, conversations, 

trends, and brand discovery. 

                                            ,              ,       ,       औ              
                                        

 Reels generated 60% higher creator engagement than other surveyed short-video 
platforms and highlighted the platform‘s influence on high-intent sectors such as e-
commerce, automobiles, and financial services. 

                        -                             60%                              
औ   -     , ऑ                       ओ          -                                              
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05J6.  Funding India‟s climate future, a trillion-dollar question 

                                      :                           

Climate Finance and India‟s Net-Zero Transition 

           औ             -           

 India will require ₹162.5 trillion — roughly $2.5 trillion — by 2030 to meet its Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). 

                                           (NDCs)                                           
2030    ₹162.5                   2.5                              
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 Over the longer term, the cost of achieving net-zero emissions by 2070 is estimated at $10.1 
trillion, nearly three times India‘s current GDP. 

                 ,     2070        -            (Net-Zero Emissions)                   

     10.1                   ई   ,                   GDP                      

               

 Decarbonising just four sectors — steel, cement, power, and road transport, which together 
account for more than half of India‘s carbon emissions — will require $467 billion in 
additional capital expenditure between 2022 and 2030, roughly $54 billion annually, or 1.3% 
of GDP. 

              —      ,      ,        औ            ,                                     

                               —                                  2022    2030        

        467                                        ,                54               
GDP    1.3%     

 These are sectors where the private sector will not lead without strong regulatory incentives, 
because the economics of green steel and green cement simply do not yet work without 

policy support. 

                                                                             ,                  

औ                                                                           
 The developed world promised $100 billion annually at Paris — and missed it. 

                               100                              ,                                     
 The Baku New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) commits $300 billion by 2035 — which 

India rightly considers insufficient. 

                                (NCQG)               2035    300                         
                  ई   ,                                        

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)‘s own Report on Currency and Finance estimates that 
India needs an additional annual investment of at least 2.5% of GDP for green financing 
until 2030. 

                 (RBI)                                  ,             2030                    
             -  -   GDP    2.5%                          

 India already has green bonds, sovereign green bonds, sustainability-linked bonds, 
blended finance structures, transition finance instruments and infrastructure 
investment trusts. 

                                ,                 ,             -           ,               

        ,                                                             
 What is missing is the connective tissue: a taxonomy, a guarantee architecture, a liquidity 

mechanism, and the regulatory incentives that make green finance cheaper than brown 
finance. 

                                           —                (Taxonomy),              , 
          (Liquidity Mechanism)                                                  

              (Brown Finance)                         
 Importantly, eligible green activities can qualify as Priority Sector Lending (PSL), while 

investments in sovereign green bonds are also recognised under the framework. 

              ,                                  ऋ  (PSL)                    ,             

                                                                   ई     

Strengthening Climate Finance Mechanisms 
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 The RBI‟s Climate Risk Information System on climate-related financial risks for 
commercial banks, and its inclusion of sustainable finance in its regulatory sandbox, are 

steps in the right direction. 

                           -                              RBI                          

                                           (Sustainable Finance)                   
         ठ              

 Without a clear legal definition of what counts as ―green‖, green bonds cannot be credibly 
verified, PSL classifications remain questionable, international investors cannot make 
compliance claims, and regulators cannot effectively curb greenwashing. 

―   ‖                                                                                 , 
PSL                          ,                                                               

                                        
 The Ministry of Finance‟s Climate Finance Taxonomy and the Ministry of Steel‟s Green 

Steel Taxonomy will facilitate standardised sustainable investments and boost investor 

confidence. 

                                                                                       

                                                        
 Climate adaptation — the kind of finance that protects coastal villages in Odisha, drought-

proofing in Vidarbha, or spring rejuvenation in the Himalayas — is delivered at the State 
level. 

               (Climate Adaptation) —                          ओ                      
     ,              -                                                                    — 

                                       
 But States have neither the borrowing capacity nor the institutional infrastructure to access 

international climate finance. 

                               ऋ                  औ                        ,          
                                              

 Third, establish a State Climate Finance Facility, capitalised for example, by the Union, 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), and international 
sources, to give States and municipalities genuine access to green debt markets. 

     ,                           (State Climate Finance Facility)                 ,      
                    ,             औ                  (NABARD)                     
                       ,            औ                     ऋ         (Green Debt 

Markets)                           

Baku New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) 
 The Baku New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) is a new global climate finance target 

adopted at the climate conference COP29 held in Baku, Azerbaijan.  

 It replaces the earlier goal under which developed countries were expected to mobilize $100 
billion annually for developing nations to tackle climate change. 

 Under the NCQG, developed countries are expected to take the lead in mobilizing at least $300 
billion per year by 2035 for developing countries.  

 The broader ambition is to scale up climate-related finance from all public and private sources 
to around $1.3 trillion annually by 2035. 
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05J6. A national environmental survey whose time came 

                                                          

 Anthropologist Anna Tsing writes, ―Anthropocene, the epoch in which human disturbance 
outranks other geological forces…..although some interpreters see the name as implying the 
triumph of humans, the opposite seems more accurate: without planning or intention, humans 
have made a mess of our planet.‖ 

                              , ―                                                        

                                 …..                                                    
        ,                                         :                             ,                 
                          ‖ 

 A survey by the Yale School of the Environment of 10,751 Indians (December 2024-
February 2025) found that most respondents had experienced at least one extreme event, 
including heat waves (71%), agricultural pests and diseases (60%), power outages 
(59%), water pollution (53%), droughts and water shortages (52%), and air pollution 
(52%). 

         ऑ                     10,751            (       2024          2025       )     

                                                  -  -                            
             ,          (71%),                  (60%),             (59%),          (53%), 

                   (52%),                (52%)           
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 The Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India estimates that 29.7% of the 

country‘s land is degraded. 

                                   ऑ                  ,             29.7%                
                 

 The MoEFCC‟s annual reports outline forest-restoration initiatives such as the National 
Afforestation Programme (NAP) and REDD+ (reducing emissions from deforestation and 

forest degradation in developing countries ‗+‘ additional forest-related activities that protect 
the climate), yet say little about the scale of State-wise deforestation, its impact on 
biodiversity and livelihoods, or the country‘s preparedness for future environmental 

challenges. 

MoEFCC                                       (NAP)     REDD+ (                        
   ई                                                                              

          )        -                               ,                          ,          

                   ओ         ,                                                          
                                      

 The remedy is to have an Annual Environmental Survey of India (EnvSI): a unified 

platform that aggregates evidence, conducts independent audits, issues actionable 
assessments and grades performance. 

                                         (EnvSI)   —                              
          ,           -                 ,                                               
          

 EnvSI must provide an unsparing account of environmental reality — however uncomfortable. 

EnvSI                                 औ                             ,                  
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05J6. Fire and furore 

   औ       

 Poor compliance and weak enforcement have led to 
deaths in fires. 

              औ                                   ओ          
           ई     

 A fire per se is not odd, but a slew of deadly fires in urban 
areas, from the Uphaar Cinema fire in 1997 to the Arpora 
nightclub fire in 2025, has involved the same vulnerabilities: 
overcrowding, blocked escape routes, unapproved modifications to 

interior spaces, poor compliance, and weak enforcement. 

                  ई                     ,           1997          

                            2025                                   
          ई                                              ई      
  —          ,                 ,                            

       ,                                           
 Prior inquiries, court rulings, and promises of reform have 

not prevented similar safety failures from recurring. 

             ,                                                        
            ओ                                       

 According to the Delhi Fire Services and the Municipal 
Corporation, the B&B lacked a fire department clearance, violated 
fire safety norms, and had more than thrice as many rooms as 

allowed for B&Bs. 

                   औ                    ,                      

                                ,                          
                                                                 
              

 These bodies are also answerable to how the facility 
operated in this way, especially since the Delhi High Court had 

directed the municipality in January to audit the city‘s hospitality 
hubs. 

                                                                    

             ,                                                   
                                 -                             
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05J. New-age fraud: „trust is being weaponised in the digital era‟ 
                 : „                                              ‟ 

 At a time when AI-generated deepfakes, digital arrests, cyber-enabled financial frauds 
and crypto-powered crime networks have become increasingly sophisticated, combating 
these next generation of fraud would require a fundamental shift towards advanced 
forensic technologies, real-time intelligence sharing and stronger collaboration between 
regulators, businesses and law enforcement agencies said experts at the FICCI 
Conference on Next-Gen Forensics: The New Age of Fraud Investigation. 

               AI-           ,                   ,      -                  औ       -
                                                 ,                                       
                       ,     -                                    ,         औ        

                                                                          ,     FICCI 

       ऑ       -               :          ऑ                                     
 Brijesh Singh, IPS, Principal Secretary, Government of Maharashtra, said cybercrime has 

evolved into a highly organised and industrialised ecosystem where specialised actors 
perform functions ranging from data theft and identity creation to mule networks, 
deepfake generation and crypto-enabled money laundering. 

           , IPS,          ,                                                   ठ  औ  
औ                                          ,                              औ                  
                ,                        -                                                  
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 ―Today, fraud has become an industrial-scale enterprise. By the time the first call reaches a 
victim, fraudsters may already know their personal details, behavioural patterns and 
psychological vulnerabilities. The entire chain, from data acquisition to money 
movement through crypto networks can be completed in less than 30 minutes, making 

traditional investigative approaches increasingly ineffective,‖ said Mr. Singh. 

 ―  ,            औ                                                               

          ,       ठ                    ,                औ                                 
                                                                                                  
30                                        ,                                                 
         ,‖                 

  ―Trust is being weaponised in the digital era. With voice cloning, deepfake technologies 
and fraud-as-a-service platforms becoming easily accessible, investigators need 
integrated forensic platforms, real-time intelligence sharing and new evidentiary 
frameworks to effectively detect, investigate and prosecute digital crimes,‖ he added. 

 ―                                                            ,               औ     -  - -

                                              ,                                      ,     -

                                                                                   

                                       ,                     औ                           
      ,‖                 

 Govindayapalli Ram Mohan Rao, ED, Market Intermediaries Regulation and 
Supervision Department, SEBI, stated market regulator‘s efforts to strengthen investor 
protection and digital trust via technology-driven governance steps is the cornerstone of 
capital markets. 

                           , ED,                                               , SEBI,        
                औ                                              -                     
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05J6. „Robin Hood‟ burglar, who funded charity with stolen gold, lands in 
prison 

                                                         „         ‟                

 Posing as a daily wage labourer by day to scout for locked houses, the accused allegedly 

used the massive proceeds from dozens of night-time burglaries to fund a lavish lifestyle of air 
travel, luxury hotels, and his local charitable activities. 

                                                      औ                        ई       
                              ई       ,              औ                               
         

  ―The accused spent part of the proceeds on air travel, luxury hotel stays and leisure trips.‖ 

―                                              ओ ,                                          
            ‖ 

 ―He also allegedly created a charitable image in his native village through an NGO called 
„Helping Hands‟, distributing school bags and notebooks to students and sponsoring trips for 
friends to Chennai, Goa, Vijayawada, Visakhapatnam, Bengaluru, Rajasthan and 
Dehradun,‖ said the SP. 

                  , ―                „            ‟         ठ                           
                ई,                  औ                                          ,     , 
        ,           ,       ,         औ                                 ‖ 

 


